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INTRODUCTION
Croatian Sheepdog World Championship is organized with the intention to promote this indigenous
Croatian dog breed as a superior and versatile working dogs, able to compete at any dog sport and to
perform any useful or humanitarian service, from herding livestock to searching and rescuing missing
persons. By emphasizing all working qualities of Croatian Sheepdog, he is at the same time represented as
an attractive companion dog in urban areas, able to keep up with modern requirements of dog owners,
which in long term ensures the continued existence and development of the breed despite the rapid
disappearance of the need for its original purpose - herding the flock.
Great range of working disciplines that take place at the Croatian Sheepdog World Championship enables
us to determine the various working qualities of dogs and, along with evaluation of their phenotype at a
Specialty Show held within CSWC, gives breeders a complete insight into the quality of each dog. This
contributes to the preservation and enhancement of health and working abilities of Croatian Sheepdogs
from generation to generation, just as it emphasizes the advantage of keeping dogs in good physical
shape, necessary for an active working breed as the Croatian Sheepdog is.
Working disciplines on the Croatian Sheepdog World Championship are open to all Croatian Sheepdogs,
no matter if they have a pedigree or not, whether despite owning a pedigree they have some specific
phenotypic disqualifying fault set by the Breed Standard, or if they are castrated or sterilized - as these are
only external factors that don't in any way impair the breed's innate working ability, which is the goal to
present and promote with this Championship.
Croatian Sheepdog owners and fans from around the world meeting each other at one place, gathering
knowledge and experience by interacting and competing together in working disciplines and specialty
show, enables them to get a thorough insight of the breed. This consequently helps owners to determine
guidelines for improving any phenotypic or working attributes of the breed through further breeding, and
shows the importance and benefits of the registered breeding to owners of dogs without pedigrees.

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
The Croatian Sheepdog World Championship (CSWC) is organized biennially.
The organization of the CSWC is executed in close cooperation and in co-ordination between the Croatian
Sheepdog Club – Zagreb and the Croatian Kennel Club.
The World Championship has to be announced at least six months prior to the set date of the event.
The duration of the CSWC shall not exceed 4 days.
Official language of the CSWC is English, alongside Croatian.
The organizer shall apply for all judges authorizations at the kennel club of their country.
The organizer will provide sufficient technical personnel to make sure of a smooth and trouble-free
running of the CSWC.
On Saturday evening a welcome dinner will be organized for the participants, judges and guests.
In cases of doubt and matters concerning the Croatian Sheepdog World Championship which are not
specified in this manual, these are ultimately decided upon by the Organizing Committee of the CSWC,
along with the judges concerned.
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2. REGISTRATION
Each dog handler may participate in the CSWC with as many dogs as she/he desires.
In order to be eligible to participate in some discipline, dogs must fulfill the age limit required according to
the regulations of specific discipline.
All Croatian Sheepdogs are allowed to compete, whether they are registered with the studbooks of an FCI
member organizatons, Croatian Kennel Club's conditional studbook (HUR), or the ones not registered in
any studbook. If the valid regulations or testing standards for the specific discipline don't allow nonregistered dogs to receive certain titles, they will not be given one. Non-registered dogs dogs are not
allowed to participate in Specialty Show.
Castrated bitches and male dogs can participate in all working disciplines of the CSWC, but are not allowed
to participate in Specialty Show.
The dog owner must have the nationality of the country for which his/her dog will compete or must have
his/her legal residence in the country for which he/she will compete. If the dog owner has a double
nationality he/she can choose either country without any restriction.
All registrations will be made through an online application on the Championship website.
Registrations by letter (post) or fax will not be accepted.
The participants can register individually and are not obliged to register through the national kennel club
of their country.
Final closure date for registrations is two weeks prior to the Championship, at the latest.
This date has to be announced on the CSWC website, social network and in all registration documents, email notices, etc.
The registration fee is determined by Croatian Sheepdog Club - Zagreb.
The organizer has the right to refuse any entry if there is a reasonable ground for his decision, and give an
explanation for this action.

3. COMPETITION
3.1. Working disciplines
Working disciplines at the World Championship will be carried out according to the valid regulations or
testing standards for the specific discipline.
On the CSWC the following 9 working disciplines will be held:








Agility
Herding
Rally Obedience
Frisbee
Bikejoring
Search & Rescue
Utility Obedience
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Tracking
Protection

There is no minimum number of dogs needed to register for a discipline, in order for the discipline to be
held.
3.2. Venues
Appropriate venues must be provided for the Croatian Sheepdog World Championship. The venues for the
individual working disciplines need to be prepared in accordance with the valid regulations or testing
standards for the specific discipline.
The venues should provide equal conditions for all participants.
There has to be a start list of participants at the venue of each discipline.
3.3. Participant's obligations and rights
Each participant will receive a ring number, which needs to be worn visibly.
Each participant will receive a souvenir gift from the organizer.
Participants will receive a written confirmation of their participation and the performance achieved at the
CSWC.
Each participant is fully responsible for his/her dog and bears the cost of any damage caused by his/her
dog.
The competitors are responsible at all time for the cleanliness of the area.
Competitors are expected to be on their best behaviour and properly dressed.
The participants must at all times retain a good sportsmanship. A lack of sportsmanship from the
participants with regard to the judges, the organizers, the officials or the other participants can lead to
disqualification and all results set to zero.
All dog handlers with their dogs are obliged to take part in the Closing and Award Giving Ceremony.
3.4. Judge's decision
The judge’s decision shall be final and incontestable. Objections or protests shall only be possible on
account of non-compliance with the rules concerning the different disciplines.
In case of protest, the organizer will invite the necessary interested parties concerning the protest.
3.5. Results
Throughout the duration of the CSWC, the organizer must provide the results on the official web pages
and social network of the CSWC, and if possible on the sites where the working disciplines are held.
3.6. Catalogue
The organizer will publish a catalogue containing information about participants, timetable, judges,
venues, sponsors and other important information.
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3.7. Timetable
The timetable has to be compiled in a way that disciplines do not overlap, and that they are set apart
appropriately for the participants to be able to come from one discipline venue to another in time, as well
to have a reasonable time to prepare for the next competition.
Participants are responsible alone for their transport to the competition venues.
The elaborated timetable must be published one week after the registration deadline, at the latest.
3.8. Disqualification
If a participating dog handler inflicts cruelty or excessive pressure on a dog, the dog handler concerned
will be disqualified. The use of training collars, electric shock devices, whips, sticks and other coercive
tools is prohibited in the entire event training facilities and surroundings. If one of the above or other
coercive tool is used, this shall lead to disqualification, regardless of the legal situation in the country. Any
accusation must be accompanied by written evidence and witnesses.
Participant's dogs which are not under control or show excessive aggressive behavior will be disqualified.
The law in organizing country concerning animal abuse must be followed at all times.
3.9. Health regulations
Dogs that appear sick and are suspected of being infectious will not be allowed to compete. If a
participating dog shows obvious signs of injury or illness, it will be excluded from the competition.
Dog that are visibly very anxious will not be allowed to compete.
Female dogs in heat are allowed to participate, but they must be kept and looked for in a way they don't
disturb other participants.
The organizer will indicate the compulsory veterinary regulations for registered dogs on the website.
A veterinary will be available on demand.
The participants must submit their updated pet passport if asked for.
In the case of non-presentation of their updated pet passport, dogs will be excluded from all competition.
The veterinary regulations of the host country must be respected at all times.
The competitors must contact the local authorities for all futher advice when traveling into and leaving
from the country were the Championship is organized.
3.10. Closing and Award Giving Ceremony
Flags of all participating countries should be on display in the venue where the Closing Ceremony will take
place.
During the Award Giving Ceremony, individual results are announced first, followed by the team results
and last the overall results.
Only first three placements will be announced, starting from the third to first placement.
6

The national anthem of the Team and Overall winner countries should be played.
3.11. Awards and Titles
Only the first three ranked in each working discipline will be honored with an award. Trophies should be
of similar style and size for all disciplines, and additional awards or gifts of similar value.
In Agility competition, awards will be given to the first three ranked competitors in each course, as well for
the combined result of two courses. Medium and Large category will be awarded separately.
In the event of tied scores and equal results, the participants will be ranked equally.
World Championship points will only be awarded to those participants who have received a positive
assessment in the working discipline they competed in.
Best three country teams will be announced as well. In the case of several dog handlers representing the
same country, those three dog handlers who have achieved most points with their dogs will make up the
team of that country, and the sum of their points will be included in the selection of the winning teams.
Points taken into acount are the highest accomplished points in three disciplines maximum. Only
countries with a minimum of three competitors are taken into selection for the winning teams.
The winners will gain following Titles:













"CSWC Agility World Champion", for categories Large and Medium separately,
"CSWC Herding World Champion"
"CSWC Rally Obedience World Champion"
"CSWC Frisbee World Champion"
"CSWC Bikejoring World Champion"
"CSWC SAR World Champion"
"CSWC Obedience World Champion"
"CSWC Tracking World Champion"
"CSWC Protection World Champion"
"CSWC Overall World Champion", title will be awarded to the dog with the highest number of
points accomplished in at least three different working disciplines,
"CSWC Team World Champions", title will be awarded to the team with the highest number of
points accomplished in working disciplines,
"CSWC Show World Champion", title will be awarded to the dog who won Best of Breed in
Specialty Show.

3.12. Scoring

Place

Agility

All other working
disciplines

1.

40

25

2.

32

20

3.

27

17

4.

22

14

5.

19

12

6.

16

10

7

7.

14

9

8.

12

8

9.

10

7

10.

8
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For the scoring in the selection of the Overall World Champion, results accomplished by the dogs from
both agility categories, Large & Medium, will be combined together in order to get collective ranking of all
competitors in agility competition.
Working disciplines in which there are less then 3 competitors, won't be included in the scoring for the
Overall World Champion title.
Dog Show is not included in the scoring for the Overall World Champion title.

4. WORKING DISCIPLINES – GENERAL INFORMATION
4.1. Agility
Agility competition on the CSWC is being held under the Agility Regulations of the Federation Cynologique
Internationale.
Dogs have to be at least 18 months old in order to participate in Agility competition. Competition has an
open character, therefore dogs from any level are allowed to compete.
Competition will run in two categories; Large and Medium.
Agility competition on the CSWC will consist of 2 Individual courses:



Agility course containing the contact equipment,
Jumping course without contact equipment.

Competition will start with the Jumping course. In second course, the Agility course, dogs will run in the
reverse order of the results of Jumping course.
The results from both courses, time and faults added together, will determine the winner, who will earn a
title "CSWC Agility World Champion".
The courses will only contain the FCI approved obstacles.
4.2. Herding
Herding competition on the CSWC is being held under the Herding Working Test FCI-HWT Traditional Style
Regulations of the Federation Cynologique Internationale.
Dogs have to be at least 12 months old in order to participate in Herding competition. Competition has an
open character, therefore dogs with any level of skill are allowed to compete.
Dogs who will accomplish a positive assessment in the Herding competition, will have the passing of the
exam entered in their scorebook, if they comply with all the given regulations of the FCI Herding Working
Test FCI-HWT as well.
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4.3. Rally Obedience
Rally Obedience competition on the CSWC is being held under the Rally Obedience Level 2 Trial (RO-II)
Regulations of the Slovenian Kennel Club.
Dogs have to be at least 14 months old in order to participate in Rally Obedience competition.
Competition has an open character, therefore dogs with any level of skill are allowed to compete.
4.4. Frisbee
Dogs have to be at least 12 months old in order to participate in Frisbee competition.
Frisbee competition on the CSWC will consist of 2 different disciplines:



Time Trial,
Mini Distance.

There will be 2 rounds in each Frisbee discipline. To determine the winner of each discipline, results of
both rounds will be combined.
To determine the winner of the Frisbee competition in general, who will earn a title "CSWC Frisbee World
Champion", points gained from both frisbee disciplines will be added together.
4.5. Bikejoring
Bikejoring competition on the CSWC is being held under the International Federation of Sleddog Sports
Race Rules.
Dogs have to be at least 18 months old in order to participate in Bikejoring competition.
A Bikejoring team consists of a competitor and one dog.
Race track must be at least 3, and up to 6 km long.
4.6. Search & Rescue
Search & Rescue competition on the CSWC is being held under the Scent work rules of Rescue Dog Area
Search Test A, approved by Fédération Cynologique Internationale and Internationale Rettungshunde
Organisation.
Dogs have to be at least 18 months old in order to participate in Search & Rescue competition.
4.7. Utility Obedience
Utility Obedience competition on the CSWC is being held under the Obedience part of the IPO1 Working
Trial rules of FCI Regulations for the International Utility Dogs trials and the international Tracking Dogs
trial.
Dogs have to be at least 18 months old in order to participate in Utility Obedience competition.
Dogs who will accomplish a positive assessment in the Utility Obedience competition, will have the
passing of the exam UPr-1 entered in their scorebook, if they comply with all the given regulations of the
FCI Regulations for the International Utility Dogs trials as well.
Dogs who will accomplish a positive assessment in the Utility Obedience and Protection competitions, will
have the passing of the exam APr-1 entered in their scorebook, if they comply with all the given rules of
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the FCI Regulations for the International Utility Dogs trials as well.
4.8. Tracking
Tracking competition on the CSWC is being held under the Tracking part of the IPO1 Working Trial rules of
FCI Regulations for the International Utility Dogs trials and the international Tracking Dogs trial.
Dogs have to be at least 18 months old in order to participate in Tracking competition.
Dogs who will accomplish a positive assessment in the Tracking competition, will have the passing of the
exam FPr-1 entered in their scorebook, if they comply with all the given regulations of the FCI Regulations
for the International Utility Dogs trials as well.
4.9. Protection
Protection competition on the CSWC is being held under the Obedience part of the IPO1 Working Trial
rules of FCI Regulations for the International Utility Dogs trials and the international Tracking Dogs trial.
Dogs have to be at least 18 months old in order to participate in Protection competition.
Dogs who will accomplish a positive assessment in the Protection competition, will have the passing of the
exam SPr-1 entered in their scorebook, if they comply with all the given regulations of the FCI Regulations
for the International Utility Dogs trials as well.
Dogs who will accomplish a positive assessment in the Utility Obedience and Protection competitions, will
have the passing of the exam APr-1 entered in their scorebook, if they comply with all the given rules of
the FCI Regulations for the International Utility Dogs trials as well.
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5. COLLECTION OF CONSOLIDATED WORKING DISCIPLINE REGULATIONS
5.1. AGILITY REGULATIONS OF THE FÉDÉRATION CYNOLOGIQUE INTERNATIONALE
A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
INTRODUCTION
Agility is a dog competition open to all dogs.
The aim of agility is for dogs to negotiate different obstacles to assess and enhance their intelligence and
agility.
It is an educational and sporting activity intended to improve the dog’s integration into society.
The sport requires a good rapport between dog and handler, which will result in perfect understanding.
Competitors therefore must be familiar with elementary training and basic obedience.
CATEGORIES
Three categories exist:
S (Small)
: for dogs measuring less than 35 cm at the withers
M (Medium): for dogs measuring 35 cm or more and less than 43 cm. at the withers
L (Large)
: for dogs measuring 43 cm or more at the withers
COURSES
A course is built using as many types of obstacles as possible; the way they are placed determines the
degree of difficulty and speed. The dog must complete the course within a predetermined time and the
obstacles must be negotiated in the correct order.
1° General
The ring, required to build an agility course, must measure at least 24 m x 40 m. Within this area the ring
that the course will be built in must measure at least 20 m x 40 m. When two rings are used, it is advisable
to have a closed partition between them or a distance of about 10 m.
The actual length of the course will be between 100 m and 200 m and, depending on the class, will require
a dog to traverse at least 15 obstacles but no more than 22, no less than 7 of them must be jumps. A
standard competition set must contain at least 14 hurdles.
Spread jumps will have a maximum width: S: 30 cm; M: 40 cm; L: 55cm.
The distance between two consecutive obstacles ranges from 4 to 7 m in category Small and 5 m to 7 m
in categories Medium/Large.
The handler should be able to pass each obstacle on both sides.
2° Course design
The design of the course is left entirely to the judge’s imagination, but the natural handling side must
change at least twice.
Before the start of a competition the judge will inspect the obstacles put at his disposal and when they
meet the necessary standard, he will hand over his course design to the organising committee who will
then set up the course. The judge will check the course and have the length measured precisely.
A well-designed course will allow the dog to go round easily and smoothly.
The aim is to get the correct balance between the control over the dog, avoiding faults on the obstacles
and the speed with which the course is negotiated.
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It is advisable to frequently change the design of the course and position of the obstacles in order to avoid
any automation in the dogs.
3° Competition progress
No practise is allowed on the course but competitors will be allowed to walk the course without their dogs
before the test begins.
Before starting the competition the judge will brief the handlers, explaining to them the nature of the
competition, standard course time, maximum course time, the way the test will be marked and remind
them of the rules.
a) Determining the Standard Course Time (SCT)
The speed in meters per second chosen on the course will determine the SCT. The speed chosen will
depend on the standard of the competition and the degree of difficulty of the course and the surface the
dog has to run on.
The SCT (in seconds) will be determined by dividing the length of the course by the chosen speed (in
m/s). Example: A course is 160 m long and the chosen speed 4.0 m/s The SCT will be 40 seconds (160 ÷
4.0).
b) Determining the Maximum Course Time (MCT)
The MCT should not be less than 1,5 times the SCT or more than 2 times the SCT.
c) Test progress
The handler will go into the ring and place the dog (sit, down or stand) behind the start line. If the dog is
still on the lead than the dog’s lead and collar are taken off. For safety reasons dogs must never wear
these while under test. During the test the handler is not allowed to have anything in his hands.
The handler is allowed to position himself anywhere on the course. The handler will start his dog after the
judge’s signal. The time will start as soon as the dog crosses the start line.
A variety of commands and signals are allowed during the test.
The handler must ensure that the dog traverses the obstacles in the correct order without touching the
dog or the obstacles. The handler must not negotiate, go under or over, the obstacles.
The test is finished and the time stopped when the dog crosses the finish line. The handler puts the dog
back on the lead and leaves the ring.

OBSTACLES
The obstacles approved by the F.C.I. are:
Jumps
- Hurdles
- Viaduct or Wall
- Tyre (breakaway/solid)
- Long Jump

Contacts
- See-Saw
- A-frame
- Dog Walk

Others
- Flat Tunnel
- Tube Tunnel
- Weaving Poles
- Table

Obstacles may under no circumstances be unsafe for the dogs and must comply with the following
specifications and be in accordance with the enclosed drawings.
The colours of the contact zones may not be white, black or brown.
Hurdles:

a) Single
Height: L: 55 to 65 cm. - M: 35 to 45 cm. - S: 25 to 35 cm.
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Minimum width: 1,20 m. - Maximum 1,50 m.
Hurdles can be set up with poles (wood or safe synthetic materials - metal not allowed),
panels, gates, brushes, etc. The top pole or plank, however, must be easily displaced. The
poles have a diameter of 3 to 5 cm and should have contrasting colours in at least 3
segments.
No part (pole holders or cups), removable or permanent, should be protruding from the
upright or wing.
The inner upright of the wing must at least be 1 m high. The width of the wing must be
minimum 40 cm and maximum 60 cm.
The start of the taper to the outside upright of the wing should be at least 75 cm high. The
hurdle wings must not be connected or fixed to each other.
Dogs should not be able to go under or through any part of the wing.
b) Spread
Two single jumps (as in item a), but with poles only) placed together to form a double
spread jump. The poles are placed in ascending order with a difference in height of 15 to 25
cm.
The highest pole - which should be at least 10 cm wider than the first - is placed at the
back:
L: 55 to 65 cm. - M: 35 to 45 cm - S: 25 to 35 cm.
The total depth must not exceed: L: 55 cm - M: 40 cm- S: 30 cm
No part (pole holders or cups), removable or permanent, should be protruding from the
upright or wing.

Wall:

Height: L: 55 to 65 cm - M: 35 to 45 cm - S: 25 to 35 cm
Minimum width: 1,20 m - maximum 1,50 m and approximately 20 cm. thick at the bottom
and must be at least 10 cm thick at the top.
The panel can have 1 or 2 tunnel shaped openings. The wall should have displaceable units
at the top.
The shape of the units:

The pillars must be at least 1 m high and must not be connected to the centre panel;
width and depth of the pillar: minimum 20 cm - maximum 40 cm
Table:

0,90 x 0,90 m minimum – 1,20 x 1,20 m maximum.
Height: L: 60 cm. - M and S: 35 cm.
The table must be stable with a non-slippery surface. An electronic timing device (audible
signal after 5 seconds) must be built into or placed on the table surface except for an area,
10 cm. wide around the top edges of the table. The corners of the table must not be
dangerous to the dog. The supporting structure must not prevent the dog from going
under the table - the side of the table must be of a contrasting colour to the surface of the
table.

Dog Walk:

Height: 1,20 m. minimum - 1,30 m maximum
The planks should be a minimum of 3,60 m. and a maximum of 3,80 m. in length and 30
cm. in width.
The surface of the obstacle must be non slip. Each ramp should have anti-slip slats at
regular intervals (about every 25 cm.) to avoid slipping and making the climb easier, but not
within 10 cm. of the start of a contact area. These slats must be 20 mm. wide and 5 to 10
mm. thick and must not have sharp edges.
The last 90 cm. from the bottom of each ramp should have a different colour (on the sides
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as well) to indicate the contact area. Electronic contacts may be used.
The legs of the dog walk should not exceed the top of the obstacle. The legs and other
supporting structures of the dog walk should not prevent the tunnel from being placed
safely under the dog walk.
See-saw:

The length of the plank should be a minimum of 3,60 m and a maximum of 3,80 m and 30
cm in width.
The height of the central bracket should be 60 cm measured from the ground to the top of
the plank.
Contact areas: same as the dog walk. Electronic contacts may be used.
The obstacle must be stable and the surface must be non-slip. However, anti-slip slats are
not allowed. The see-saw must be properly balanced (must not tip too fast or too slow) and
allow the small dogs to tip it without problems.
Check: The see-saw must tip between 2 and 3 seconds when a weight of 1 kilo is placed in
the centre of the down contact area of the obstacle. If this is not the case then
adjustments must be made. The pivot point of the see saw should not be more than 10 cm
from the top of the plank.

A-frame:

Two ramps A-shaped.
Width: 90 cm. minimum, which may be increased at the bottom to 1,15 m.
The apex must be 1,70 m. from the ground for all dogs. The length of the ramps should be
between 2.65 and 2.75 m.
The surface of the obstacle must be non slip. Each ramp should have ant-slip slats at
regular intervals (about every 25 cm.) to avoid slipping and making the climb easier, but not
within 10 cm of the start of a contact area. These slats should be 20 mm. wide and 5 to 10
mm thick and must not have sharp edges.
The last 1,06 m. from the bottom of each ramp should have a different colour (on the sides
as well) to indicate the contact area.
The top of the A-frame may not present any danger to the dogs and must be covered if
necessary.
The supporting structures of the A-frame should not prevent the tunnel from being placed
safely under the A-frame.

Weaving
Poles:

Number of poles: 12
The poles are rigid and have a diameter of 3 to 5 cm. The height of the poles is 1 to
1,20 m and they are placed 60 cm apart (measured between poles).
The poles must not be made of metal (wood or safe synthetic materials are
recommended). The frame should be no thicker than 8 mm and no wider than 8 cm. The
legs of the frame should not be in the way of the dog during the normal sequence when
it is weaving.

Tube tunnel:

Diameter: 60 cm - Length: 3 to 6 m.
Flexible so that one or more bends can be formed.

Flat tunnel:

It must have an entrance of rigid construction with a depth of 90 cm.
The entrance has a height of 60 cm. and a width of 60 to 65 cm.
The exit is made of supple material and is 2,50 to 3,00 m. in length and has a
diameter of 60 to 65 cm.
If possible, the exit should be pegged down - the pegs should be no more than
50 cm. apart, allowing all sizes of dogs an easy exit. The surface of the entrance floor must
be non slip.
The entrance to the tunnel must be secured to prevent movement. The leading edge of
the entrance must be covered with protective material.
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Tyre:

Aperture diameter: 45 cm. to 60 cm.
Aperture centre from the ground: L: 80 cm. – M and S: 55 cm.
The tyre must be adjustable in height (chains or rope), fixed or rigid attachments
are not allowed.
The bottom half of the tyre must be closed or filled for safety reasons. The width of the
tyre: minimum 8 cm – maximum 18 cm.
A breakaway tyre may also be used.
The base of this obstacle should be approximately 1.5 x the height measured
from the floor to the top edge of the tyre, in category Large.
The width of the frame should not exceed 1,50 m. The distance between the inside of the
upright and the outside edge of the tyre must be a minimum of 15 cm.
Light material is not allowed, the obstacle should be sturdy and stable.

Long jump:

Two to five units comprise a long jump. The overall length is:
L : 1,20 to 1,50 m. (4 to 5 units)
M: 70 to 90 cm. (3 to 4 units)
S : 40 to 50 cm. (2 units)
Width of the jump: 1,20 m.
The units are placed in ascending order. The lowest unit at the front: the height: 15
cm. Height of the highest unit: 28 cm. Depth of each unit: 15 cm, rising in height.
Corner poles, with a minimum height of about 1,20 m should be placed at all four
corners (not fixed to any of the units). The top of these poles should be covered to
protect dog and handler if necessary. The marker poles are not considered part
of the obstacle, they are only a judging aid.

Start–Finish:

The start and finish line should be placed within 1 m. of the first and the last hurdle. The
distance between the marker poles should be the length of the hurdle poles plus 50 cm.
left and right.
If a dog runs by the first obstacle then it will be faulted with a refusal and the manual time
will start as the dog passes the start line.
There should be enough room (at least 6 m.) for the dog at the start and at the finish.

JUDGING
No competitor shall impugn the decision of the judge whose decisions are final.
1° General
The aim is to let the dog negotiate the course correctly and within the SCT. The SCT, however, is only a
reference, an agility course should be a balance between accuracy and speed.
In case of dogs finishing equal, the dog with the least amount of faults on the course should be favoured.
The time will be taken into consideration only when the total faults are the same.
If, by chance, the total faults (course + time faults) are exactly the same the judge can run off the equal
dogs.
2° Faults
Faults applied are:
2.1. Faults incurred for failure to negotiate the course correctly
2.2. Faults incurred for failure to complete the course within the SCT
Faults
a) Exceeding the SCT: a single fault per second.
15

b) General:
- The handler must not pass between the poles that mark the start and/or the finish or he will
be faulted (5 faults), also the time will start as the handler crosses the start line.
- A handler who gains an advantage by touching his dog or an obstacle will be faulted - 5 faults
each time it occurs.
- A handler who deliberately touches an obstacle will be faulted - 5 faults each time it occurs.
c) Faults on the course:
All course faults are in units of five (5 faults)
Knockdowns:
It is a fault each time any part of any obstacle is knocked down.
Refusals:
Will be faulted with a refusal: a dog that stops in front of an obstacle or a dog that stops on the course. A
dog that runs out or runs by an obstacle, jumps between the tyre and the frame or walks through the long
jump. A dog that puts its head or a paw in a tunnel and comes back out again.
Contact area:
On the A-frame, dog walk and see-saw the dog must touch the up as well as the down contact with at
least one paw or part of its paw. Failure to do so: 5 faults each time it occurs.
Refusals must be corrected, failure to do so will result in elimination.
The same applies to the weaving poles, where each mistake must be corrected.
Other faults: knockdowns or missing a contact point: the dog will be penalised but it continues its run.
d) Marking on specific obstacles:
Table
There will be a 5 second wait on the table with the dog in any position, which may be changed during the
wait. The count will start as soon as the dog is on the table.
If the dog leaves the table before the count is finished and the signal from the judge, it will be penalised
with a fault (5 faults) and will have to get back on the table where the count is restarted. Failure to do so
will result in elimination on the next obstacle
The dog can get on to the table from three sides: A, B and C. If the dog passes the table and jumps on
from side D, it will be penalised with a refusal (5 faults) but will not be eliminated for taking an obstacle
from the wrong side.
B

direction of the dog

A

D

C
It is a fault if the dog slips off the table (5 faults) and it will have to get back on the table (from any side)
where the count is restarted. A dog that runs under the table will be penalised with a refusal (5 faults).
A handler who starts the electronic countdown will be eliminated.
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Dog walk
The dog that alights from the obstacle before touching the descending ramp with four paws will be
penalised with a refusal (5 faults)
See-saw
The dog that jumps off the obstacle before passing the pivot point will be penalised with a refusal (5
faults). The see-saw must touch the ground before the dogs alights from the obstacle, otherwise it will
incur 5 faults.
A-frame
The dog that alights from the obstacle before touching the descending ramp with four paws will be
penalised with a refusal (5 faults).
Weaving poles
The first pole must be on the left of the dog, the second on the right and so on.
Each incorrect entry will be penalised with a refusal (5 faults). For further errors a dog should only be
penalised once, with a fault (5 faults). Back weaving (more than 2 gates) will result in elimination.
The obstacle must be completed correctly before negotiating the next obstacle, failure to do so will result
in elimination on the next obstacle.
Long jump
The units of the obstacle are evenly spaced and in ascending order to make a jump that is 0,40 to 1,50 m.
long.
“S” : 40 to 50 cm (2 units), “M” : 70 to 90 cm (3 to 4 units), “L” : 120 to 150 cm (4 to 5 units)
Walking through, running past, jumping in from or out to the side and not traversing the complete
obstacle will be penalised with a refusal (5 faults).
Banking or knocking down one of the units, as well as a foot or feet landing between the units will be
penalised with a fault (5 faults). Casual contact will not be faulted.
The dog or handler will not be faulted when they touch or knock down one of the marker poles of the long
jump, even when this causes one of the units to fall down.
Spread jump
Judged in the same way as the single hurdles
Breakaway tyre
If the tyre breaks away and the dog refuses: elimination
If the tyre breaks away when the dog goes through it: 5 faults
3° Elimination
· Unseemly behaviour towards the judge
· Harsh handling of the dog
· Exceeding the Maximum Course Time
· Three refusals
· Taking obstacles out of sequence
· Forgetting to take an obstacle
· Taking an obstacle in the wrong direction
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·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Dog or handler disturbs an obstacle in such a way that it can no longer be negotiated correctly
Handler negotiates an obstacle himself, jumps or passes under the obstacle.
Handler starts the electronic countdown on the table if a table with electronic timing is used
Handler holds something in his hand
Replacing the dog at the start after it has crossed the start line (unless instructed by the judge)
Dog wearing a collar
Stopping on the course because the handler retires (unless instructed by the judge)
Dog fouls or leaves the ring or is no longer under control
Dog snapping constantly at the handler
Starting the run before the judge’s start signal

Elimination means that the dog is disqualified and handler and dog must leave the ring as quickly as
possible, unless the judge decides otherwise. Elimination must be indicated clearly (whistle, etc.) by the
judge.
The judge will deal with all unexpected circumstances and must be consistent at all times.
4° Force majeure
Under circumstances beyond the handler’s control - poles blown down, twisted cloth of the flat tunnel –
the judge can stop the handler and when the obstacle has been rebuilt, the judge will restart the dog from
the beginning.
All faults incurred before the dog was stopped will still apply. Up to that point no other faults will be
given, however, the handler still has to negotiate the course to the best of his ability; i.e. must make a
good attempt. Additional faults will be incurred only after the point at which the dog was originally
stopped.
QUALIFICATION / AGILITY CERTIFICATE
In agility tests, the following ‘qualifications’ will be given:
1)

to 5,99 total faults
6 to 15,99 total faults
16 to 25,99 total faults
more than 26 total faults

EXCELLENT
VERY GOOD
GOOD
NO QUALIFICATION

‘Total faults’ means: all the faults on the obstacles plus all the time faults.
RESULTS
The following is taken into account to decide places:
1° Total faults (course + time faults)
2° In cases where the total faults are the same, then the dog with the least course faults will be placed
first
3° In cases where the total faults and the course faults are the same then the fastest dog will be placed
first
Example: with a SCT of 60 seconds
Dog

Faults

Dogs time

Time faults

Total faults

Place

7

5

58,71

0,00

5,00

3

18

12

0

65,00

5,00

5,00

1

18

5

57,25

0,00

5,00

2

4

0

68,32

8,32

8,32

4

15

10

59,17

0,00

10,00

6

2

5

65,00

5,00

10,00
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ORGANISING A COMPETITION
Clubs wanting to organise an agility competition must:
1. Have a ring of minimum 20 x 40 m.
The surface must not present a danger to the dogs or handlers (no broken glass, nails, pot holes etc.)
2. Appoint a judge approved by his own Kennel Club and the FCI to officiate.
3. Provide a number of stewards necessary to run a competition smoothly, which includes:
A scribe who notes the faults signalled by the judge, so the judge need not take his eyes off the dog
2 timekeepers in charge of timing the dogs (1 official – 1 back up)
2 equipment stewards in charge of rebuilding obstacles and straightening the flat tunnel after each
passage
2 secretaries (minimum) in charge of the scoreboard, filling in the record books and sorting out the
places.
1 ring steward to show competitors in and out the ring.
A team (6 people) available to build or rebuild the course according to the judge’s instructions.

ELIGIBILITY TO ENTER COMPETITIONS
Eligible to enter:
a)

International agility tests sanctioned by the FCI, that award the FCI Agility Certificate and qualify
for national competitions and the FCI World Championships:
All breeds over 18 months and in possession of a pedigree (studbook/appendix) recognised by
the FCI; they must be tattooed or chipped: owners/handlers must be members of a club belonging
to a National Cynological Organisation (Kennel Club) affiliated to the FCI.
Competitors must have a record book or a license issued by their NCO in which competition
results are recorded.
Bitches in heat are permitted to compete in international competitions.

b)

National agility tests
All dogs over 18 months with or without pedigree; must be tattooed or chipped; and
owners/handlers must be members of a club belonging to a NCO affiliated to the FCI. Competing
dogs must have a record book or license issued by their NCO in which competition results are
recorded.

Ineligible to enter:
- Pregnant bitches
- Dogs that are apparently ill or hurt
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-

Doped dogs

Dogs coming from or going to a region infected with rabies must have a valid inoculation certificate
against rabies.
Handlers must be a member of a club belonging to a NCO.
Visiting handlers/dogs from other countries must show that they are a member of a NCO affiliated to the
FCI and that they compete in official tests in their own country.
Competitors are expected to be on their best behaviour and properly dressed
Harsh handling will be condemned severely and will result in immediate elimination. A complaint may also
be lodged against the handler.
The organising club has the right to refuse any entry.

TESTS / CATEGORIES & CLASSES
Two sort of tests are organised:
1) Official agility tests sanctioned by the FCI
2) Unofficial agility tests
Three categories exist:
S (Small) - M (Medium) - L (Large)
Note: Dogs can only enter one category. It is recommended that the height of the dogs competing in ‘S’
and ‘M’ be registered in the record book. An FCI approved breed or agility judge who signs the
entry in the record book can measure the dogs.

The English text is the authentic one.
The text in bold and italic has been approved by the FCI General Committee in Paris, July 3 rd 2011. These
new rules will be applied from January 1st 2012.
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5.2. FCI HERDING WORKING TEST TRADITIONAL STYLE - FCI "HWT-TS" - REGULATIONS

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. The FCI Herding Working Test Traditional Style (HWT TS) is an international test and is carried out
in order to preserve the characteristics related to the ability to handle sheep and obtain its instinct
through the work of many herding dog generations at sheep flocks. The HWT TS rules are set up in this
sense.
1.2. A successful passing of HWT TS is a recommendation for the use of the dog in breeding and it is
necessary to participate in FCI Herding Trials Traditional Style (IHT TS).
1.3. The breeds eligible for participating in the TS have very different backgrounds. Some breeds
evolved in boundary work (guarding border) in agricultural areas, others had to work with sheep.
1.4. In the TS there was and is daily contact of the farmer/shepherd with his flock to feed them or to
graze them in unfenced areas. Their sheep have no fear of humans or dogs, they just respect them.
The sheep trust their shepherd and are willing to follow him to new grazing land or to be milked.
1.5. In the HWT TS the dogs have to prove that they have the basics to become a farm dog or shepherd
dog. The task of dogs is handling the flock by taking them in or out of a pen and controlling the
movement of the flock in simple manoeuvres and correcting sheep that split off the flock.
1.6. The FCI carefully provides exercises which all dogs in the TS are able to perform, looking for the
common ground of variability of the herding style of the breed.

2. GENERAL CONDITIONS
2.1. The main principles for HWT TS are to be found in the “GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR THE
ORGANIZATION OF FCI HERDING EVENTS (NHAT – HWT – IHT)”.
2.2. The HWT TS must be recognized by all FCI members and contract partners.
2.3. Dogs of several breeds (see ANNEX 1 of the General conditions for the organization of FCI
international Herding events (NHAT – HWT – IHT)) that have successfully passed the HWT are allowed
to qualify for the title of International Beauty Champion (C.I.B.)
2.4. Dogs of several breeds (see ANNEX 1 of the General conditions for the organization of FCI
international Herding events (NHAT – HWT – IHT)) that have successfully passed the HWT are allowed
to compete in the working class at FCI international or NCO or specialty shows, according to the rules
of these events.

3. SPECIFIC CONDITIONS
3.1. Area and its equipment
The area and its equipment must be in relation to the number of sheep used during the test.
3.1.1. Area – a surface of 50 x 100 meters at least, preferably even larger; it may be with natural
barriers such as trees, but clearly framed. Fencing is recommended, but the border can be natural or
artificial. The field must be clean before the event starts and must be without artificial obstacles. If
there are already obstacles on the field, the judge can decide to leave them there but not to use them.
3.1.2. Pen – with a perimeter of at least 24 meters (the shape is not prescribed, it may be oval, square
or rectangular), with a gate of at least 2 meters wide, ideally on hinges and with functional protection
against opening by the sheep or by the dog.

3.1.3. Re-Pen – it can be the same as the exit-pen, or it can be in another place and it can be a smaller
one as the exit-pen.
3.1.4. Course – natural or simulated way from the pen to the grazing area which must be long at least
75 m. The whole course should not be less than 200 m and not more than 400 m.
3.1.5. Markings – poles or other items or a natural point to mark the places of change of direction (at
least 4), stopping area (at least 4), grazing area (at least 4), or possible places that should be avoided.
3.1.6. Grazing area – with a perimeter of at least 80 meters; square or rectangular; preferably with
vegetation for the sheep to graze. The boundaries of the grazing area should be marked, e.g. by poles
(rods) on the edges, sand, sawdust, a ploughed furrow etc., ideally natural boundaries like a path or a
mowed strip. The grazing area may be not fenced, or only on one or two sides.
3.2. Number of sheep
3.2.1. The flock for each run must consist of a minimum of 10 sheep, but preferably more.
3.2.2. The total number of the competing teams must be limited by the organizer in view of the total
number of the sheep available, with respect to the requirements on arranging the animals' welfare.
3.3. Time
3.3.1. The measuring of time starts when the handler touches the gate to open it and ends when the
handler has shut the gate after re-pen.
3.3.2. The judge decides, and tells at the briefing, how much time is given for the course, which will
be the same for all dogs.

4. EXERCISES
4.1. The exercises which include guarding
4.1.1. Pen
Purpose: The dog takes the sheep out of the pen, calmly and without stress.
Description: The task is based on the fact that in TS practice the sheep know the dog and the shepherd.
As they usually do not know each other, they must be first introduced to each other. So, the handler
at first can take his dog around the pen and introduce the dog to the sheep outside of the pen.
Time starts when the handler touches the gate to open it. The handler must enter the pen with the
dog to observe their behaviour and to introduce them to the dog inside the pen.
Then the handler places the dog near the gate to prevent the sheep from taking off. After the handler
opens the gate, the dog will lift the sheep out of the pen. The handler and the dog stabilize the flock
outside of the pen and the handler closes the gate while the dog controls the flock. The evaluation of
the pen ends when the handler sends the dog to lift the flock.
Serious mistakes: Dog hurries the sheep or chases and splits them. Their exit is too fast or if a sheep
that already was outside runs back inside.
4.1.2. Stop
Purpose: As the flock must sometimes stop on the way to the grazing land and back, for example before
a crossroad where vehicles run, the exercises include also stopping the flock and protecting the stopline.

Description: The flock must be stopped within a delimited space with the active work of the dog that
also protects the stop-line after the flock has stopped. As soon as the flock has calmed down, the
handler goes to the delimited stop-line and looks both ways, similarly to crossing a real crossroad.
Serious mistakes: Dog or the flock pass the front stop-line of the space in the direction of movement,
if the dog was not involved in stopping the flock, or when the stop is done too early.
4.1.3. Graze
Purpose: Grazing of the sheep in a defined area. Calming down and starting the sheep to graze (or eat)
are important exercises. The sheep must not be disturbed and stressed, to be able to graze or eat.
However, it is important for them not to graze outside the borders of the grazing area.
Description: After taking the sheep to the grazing area (preferably to its centre), the handler can and
the dog must leave the grazing area. The sheep should start grazing (or eating), or at least calm down
when they don’t want to eat. The task of the handler and the dog is to watch that the flock stays in the
delimited space; if a sheep leaves the space, the dog should bring it back. The style of the dogs in
guarding the boundaries depends on the specific working style of their breed. Important is that the
dog observes the sheep and keeps them in the delimited area on its own initiative.
Before the flock leaves the grazing, area and continues the course, the sheep must graze a while. The
judge gives a signal when the handler can order the dog to mobilize the flock to leave the grazing area.
Serious mistakes: Sheep leave the delimited area because the dog did not manage to guard it; or if the
dog drives the sheep away.
4.1.4. Re-Pen
Purpose: To bring the sheep to their resting place, the pen, in a calm way to avoid injuries, the sheep
must not return too rapidly to the pen; jamming at the gate is not desirable.
Description: It should be accomplished by the active work of the dog under the command of the
handler, it must be done calmly and without rush. Near the pen, the flock should be immobilized and
held in place by the dog, while the shepherd opens the gate. As soon as all sheep are inside the pen,
the handler closes the gate while the dog is blocking the gate opening. Closing the gate means the
end of the test and the end of the time measurement.
Serious mistakes: The dog is not able to keep the sheep immobilized, or to re-pen them, or if a sheep
that already was inside runs out.
4.2. The exercises which include conduct exercises
4.2.1. Moving
Purpose: Passaging on the way to the grazing area and back the dog must demonstrate that it is able
to control the flock so that the flock moves, changes direction and walk the course calmly and
smoothly, without stress.
Description: Pick up the sheep to go towards the handler calmly without stress. The dog must
accompany the flock in a calm, uninterrupted manner. The judge should mark 4 places for a change of
direction (a pole, tree, outer corner of a fence, etc.) to be passed around on the real or simulated way.
The dog must work with sense of distance from the flock, not pressing the flock unnecessary. The
movement around the sheep must be calm, making the sheep moving fluently in the specific direction,
preventing them from crowding around the handler or, on the contrary, from going too far from the
handler.
Serious mistakes: Dog loses control of the flock, if the dog is not able to influence the flock, or if a
sheep takes a shortcut. Dog drives sheep away, or chases and splits them.

4.3. Behaviour
Purpose: The judge evaluates functional activity and gentleness of the dog and cooperation with the
handler all over the fulfilment of the exercises, from the start until the end of the run. The dog must
be also self-active, not only obey commands. A good cooperation between the handler and the dog
reflects in how the dog responses to commands.
Description: The judge evaluates primarily the dog's aptitude for herding, which is reflected in the style
of work of its breed. The judge evaluates the power of the dog, sense of balance point, the initiative
of the dog and its desire to work. The more negative characteristics the dog has the less points it can
get for its activity. If the dog is not active from its own initiative, it is hard to motivate it to perform
well.
The commands should have a distinctive effect on the dog's behaviour, they should be given calmly
and convincing. In more difficult conditions and with "more difficult" sheep, the judge should take
consideration of that situation or evaluate positively the handler's and dog's way of managing it.
Serious mistakes: Dog ignores the commands. Dog has low interest in the sheep.
Disqualification mistakes: Grabbing or biting sheep.

5. EVALUATION
5.1. Evaluation points
5.1.1. The judge decides how many points to take off for each task (it can be all points for one task).
5.1.2. The judge can only take off whole point (not half or less).
5.1.3. Judge’s point-table:
Name of exercises
Guarding exercises:
Pen
Re-Pen
Stop
Graze
Conduct exercises:
Moving
Behaviour
Sum

Points
15
5
15
20
30
15
100

5.2. Qualifications

Evaluation
Excellent
Very Good
Good
Satisfactory
Not Passed
No points awarded
Retired
Disqualification

Abbreviation
EXC
VG
G
SAT
NP
NPA
RET
DIS

Points
90 - 100 points
80 - 89 points
70 - 79 points
60 - 69 points
less than 60 points
no points
no points
no points

6. CLOSING PROVISIONS

6.2. These rules fully replace the rules valid from 1st April 2009.
6.3. These rules were approved at the meeting of the FCI Herding Dogs Commission held in
Interlaken (CH) on 23rd April 2017.
6.4. These rules were approved by the FCI General Committee in Kiev in August 2017. They are
valid as from 1st January 2018.
6.5. In case of translation discrepancies, the English text is considered the original.
ANNEX 1: LIST OF HERDING DOG BREEDS THAT CAN TAKE PART IN FCI HERDING EVENTS AND ARE
ELIGIBLE FOR THE CACITR OR RESERVE CACITR (see General conditions for the organization of FCI
international Herding events (NHAT – HWT – IHT))
ANNEX 2: RECOMMENDED JUDGES SHEET “HWT”

5.3. RALLY OBEDIENCE REGULATIONS
Course obstacles
Cones
During some of the exercises where traffic cones are used, organizer can use other appropriate objects as
well, as long as the shape and composition of this objects do not distract the dog.
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Long Jump
Long Jump is consisted of three differently sized obstacles (lowest 15 cm, middle one up to 20 cm and
highest up to 30 cm high), approximately 150 cm long and 20 cm wide. They are set equally apart one from
another, and gradually increase by size. The total length of the long jump depends on the height of the dog
at the withers, and is otherwise equal to double height of regulated height of the hurdles.
Dog's height at the withers
less then 36 cm
36 to 48 cm
48 cm or more

Total lenght of the obstacle
40 cm (two parts are used)
60 cm (all three parts are used)
80 cm (all three parts are used)
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Table
Table surface is approximately 100x100 cm, height 30 cm (+ - 2 cm). Table of same size is used for all dogs,
regardless of their height. Upper surface of the table must be made of u surface that is not slippery in any
weather conditions.

Tunnel
Entrance to the tunnel must be made of a hard material, covered with a cloth that is attached to it firmly
and covers the whole tunnel. Tunnel has to be at least 60 cm high, 60 cm wide and 3 m long. The same
tunnel is used for dogs of all sizes.
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Weave Poles
Obstacle is consisted of 6 inflexible poles, with a diameter of 3 to 5 cm. Poles should be at least 100 cm,
and up to 120 cm high, with a distance between them being 60 cm.

Seesaw
Seesaw has to be approximately 40 cm wide and 4 m long (+ - 10 cm). The height of the central axis must
be 40 cm. Seesaw has to be stable and have a non slippery surface. Transverse slats are not allowed on the
obstacle. To help very small dogs in shifting the seesaw, it is allowed to use appropriate weights.
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Hurdles
Obstacles with poles are used for hurdles.
Dog's height at the withers
less then 36 cm
36 to 48 cm
48 cm or more

Obstacle Height
20 cm
30 cm
40 cm

Equipment of the handler and the dog
All kind of collars are allowed, but they must not be attached to a leash in a way to choke a dog. If the
handler wishes so, dog can compete without a collar as well. Electric collars, spike collars, etc. are
forbidden.
Leash can be made of leather or textile, and long enough to hang loosely while the dog heels correctly.
During the off-leash heeling exercise, handler can leave the leash on the start or put it in his pocket in a
way that it is not visible to the dog. Handler needs to wear his ring number visibly.

Building the course
Recommended size of the competition area where the event takes place is 25x25m. The event can be held
outdoors or indoors (in which case floor with a non slippery surface, as well as adequate lighting, must be
provided).
Judge has to send a course plan to the organizer at least two days prior to the event. On the day of the
competition, organizer sets the course with an adequate number of stops, where he installs signs
representing individual tasks, which competitors must carry out in a given manner and in a specific order.
Judge is only to check if the course is properly set (with the help of the staff who were building the
course).
All the task signs have to be placed on the right side of the course. Signs that require a change of direction
are set in a way to facilitate performance of turns for competitors.
Handler and the dog perform all the exercises close in front of the signs, or left of the signs.
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Before the start of the competition there is a course walk, which competitors attend without the dogs. If
there is a large number of competitors, judge can divide them in a smaller groups and let them walk the
course one after another. If that is a case, judge has to extend a time for course walking accordingly.

Class RO-II
The course in the RO-II class must consist of 17 tasks (without Start and Finish). At least 2 obstacles have
to be used on the course (exercises 25, 27, 30, 32, 33 or 41). Competitors perform exercises in the RO-II
class with the dogs off-leash.
In this class, course can be set with the exercises no. 1 to 45.

Participation requirements
On the day of the competition, dog has to reach an age set by regulations. There is no exeption.
RO-II

14 months

All dogs, regardless of their size, breed or age can enter the competition. Dogs without the pedigree can
participate as well, if they are microchipped and have an appropriate age.
Bitches in season can participate, but it is necessary that they are kept away from other competitors, and
that they take part in the competition at the end. Visibly pregnant bitches (42 days) and nursing bitches
are not allowed to compete. Sick animals, and the ones presumed to be infectious, will be excluded from
the competition.

Performance
In the RO-II class handler performs the exercises independently.
Handler can handle the dog on the course by communicating with him and motivating him at all time –
with words, signs and/or his body language – but he is not allowed to touch him. The commands can be
expressed in different ways as well - with words, signs and/or body language. If the handler uses more
types of commands at the same time, they are considered as one (combined) command. Treats and other
motivational objects can't be used on the course.
Repetition of commands is a fault. If the judge evaluates that the dog didn't react to the first command
and handler repeated it, the score of the exercise will be decreased accordingly. Any language can be used
for commands.
The dog and handler move along the course in a way that the dog walks beside the handler's left leg
relaxed, and in a harmony to handler's movement, while not obstructing handler's movement. All
deviations will reduce score of the exercise accordingly.
Handler has to perform all the turns (90 o,180o, 270o or 360o) at the place, while during the turn the dog
adjusts himself to the handler. At all turns where the handler turns to the dog, dog has to stay in a heel
position all the time, by moving backwards beside the handler. All the turns performed in motion (90° left
or right) have to be carried out at the right angle and not by circling. In all exercises where 180° turn is
required, the latter can, in order for easier performance in relation to the next exercise, be carried out at
an angle of 170°or 190°.
On the start of the course dog can either sit, lay down or stand (flying start is also allowed). Handler
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doesn't have to report to the judge at the beginning and the end of his performance. Handler starts at the
sign of the judge, and the competition ends when he and his dog go past the finish line. All the elements
like turns, stops, changes of pace, etc. are done independently by the handler.
If the handler isn't able to perform the exercises properly due to his handicap, he must notify the judge
about that prior to his performance on the competition, but he is assessed under the same conditions as
other participants.

Evaluation
Final score at the competition is given in points.
Judge evaluates closeness of each exercise to the perfect performance according to his best knowledge.
Performance of individual exercises is scored by 0 to 10 points. Judge's evaulation is subjective, and he has
to consider exercise as a whole while deciding upon a score. Negative assessment on the competition is
given only in a case of disqualification or a score that is not sufficient for placement.
Performance of the exercises on the course is very fast and dinamic. Judge evaluates the dog's
performance, not the handler's way of handling the dog. Ideal performance and best assessment goes to
the dog that cooperates with the handler intensively, performs the exercises correctly and in a relaxed
way, by immediately responding to handler's requests. Every deviation from the ideal performance is
regarded as a fault, and the score of the individual exercises is being reduced accordingly to the degree of
deviation.

Exercise evaluated "Insufficient"
Judge can evaluate the exercises as "insufficent" in a case of:






replaced exercise
handler or the dog knock down or step over the cone
dog grabbing the objects on the course
pushing of the obstacle or knocking the pole of the hurdle while jumping

Competitors with 3 exercises evaluated "insufficient" are not qualified for a placement at the competition.

Disqualification
Disqualification without possibility to end the course is caused by:






any kind of abusive behavior of the handler towards the dog (pulling the leash, jerking the dog,
hitting the dog, threatening body language of the handler, yelling at the dog and other
psychological and physical violence is stricly forbidden, loos of control over the dog (if the dog
escapes from the course and doesn't return to the handler after the three calls),
luring with food or object,
urination or defecation in the competition area,
dog getting up from down stay and disrupting other dog in performing the exercises.

Disqualification faults which allow handler to finish the course, if he wishes so:



exceeding the time limit,
performing exercises on the course in a wrong order.
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Measuring dog height at the withers
Only approved Rally Obedience judge can measure the dog, and confirm the height entry into the dog's
log book with his signature.

Time
Competitor has a time limit of 3 minutes in which he has to perform all exercises. Exceeding the time limit
brings disqualification.
Measured time is not taken into account for the dog's final assessment, except in a case when more then
one competitor has the same score.

Scoring
Level

Possible points

Number of points for
Points of excellence
positive assessment

RO-II

170

86

162

Final assessment
Competitors with three first placements are decided upon solely regarding the final scoring (except in the
case of a tie, when the fastest times achieved determine the final ranking). In a case of the even score
regarding achieved points and time both, dogs are equally placed. If that is a case on the Cup
competitions, the younger dog has an advantage, and will receive the cup.
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5.4. FRISBEE REGULATIONS
TIME TRIAL RULES
In TimeTrial, each competitor or team will attempt to complete two 20 m throws to a canine in the
shortest amount of time possible. To qualify as a successful throw, the disc must be caught by the canine
beyond the 20 m line that runs from one side of the field to the other (there are no side-boundary lines). A
maximum time of one minute will be permitted.
The thrower and canine are required to be behind the throwing line before time starts. The line judge will
ask the competitor, "Ready?" When the competitor responds yes, the line judge (with a stopwatch) will
say "Go!" indicating that time has begun. If, in the opinion of the line judge, the dog leaves before time
begins, time will be reset to zero and a restart will be initiated. Competitors may send their canines
downfield, or throw, anytime after the start signal is sounded.
The thrower must remain behind the throwing line for all throws, but may move freely around the field at
other times. A throw will not count if the thrower steps on or over the throwing line prior to or during the
release of the disc.
At least two throws must be successfully completed (past the 20 m mark) in order for a team to avoid
being scored Did Not Finish (DNF). Time will stop when the canine crosses back over the start/finish line in
possession of the disc after completing the required two 20 m catches. However, if, after two successful
catches, the canine drops the disc in front of the finish line, the thrower may retrieve the disc and time
will stop when the thrower and canine cross the finish line regardless of who is in actual possession of the
disc. The fastest canine/thrower team with two successful catches wins.
If a team’s round is interrupted, by a loose canine on the playing field, the team will be permitted to
restart the round. Time will not be suspended during nature breaks.
TimeTrial Tie-Breaker If there is a tie for first, second, or third place, the tie will be broken by the
following criteria, as necessary: A Face-off round with each team receiving one TimeTrial throw. The team
recording the fastest time will be declared the victor. If the teams are still tied after each has made one
throw, Face-off continues until one team records a faster time. Officials will permit the competitors to rest
their dogs as necessary.
Time Trial field:

20 m

Throwing line
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MINI DISTANCE RULES
Teams competing in Toss & Fetch formats will receive 90-seconds to compete. During a team’s allotted
time, the team is allowed an unlimited number of attempted throws with a single disc, but only the BEST
FIVE throws will count towards the teams’ score.
Due to time constraints at some competitions practice throws may not be permitted prior to each
competitor’s turn. The team must be behind the throwing line for time to begin. Time will begin the
instant the dog or the disc cross the throwing line. The thrower must always release the disc from behind
the throwing line. The thrower may move freely about the field at other time s. A throw will not count
(and be called as a foot fault) if the thrower steps on or over the throwing Foul Line during release of the
disc. If the disc has left the thrower's hand before time is called, the throw will be scored if caught. A
player can move about the field freely after the disc is thrown, but must return behind the throwing (Foul
Line) before every throw. The dog only has to behind the throwing line on the first throw. When a dog
makes a catch it is scored where the dog lands with their trailing p aw, (the paw closest to the Foul Line).
Points are earned at the 10 m, 20 m, 30 m and 40 m lines with 1 point at 10 m, 2 points at 20 m, 3 points
at 30 m, and 4 points at the 40 m line and an extra ½ point earned if all four (4) paws are off the ground
within any 10 – 40 m zones. If a dog lands with any one foot on the ground during a catch it is scored as a
down catch. A mid-air catch is called when the dog breaks stride or visibly leaps with all for paws off of the
ground. If there is any question if it is up or down the call is called down. There is an out of bounds side
lines and a catch must be made within those left and right sidelines. A dog only needs to make a catch
with at least one paw landing ON or INSIDE the side lines for the catch to be good. If a dog lands on any of
the 10-40 m lines with their last trailing paw then ON the LINE is the NEXT ZONE.
At any time during their 90 seconds a thrower may inform the Line Judge that they will be exchanging
discs in order to ensure that the player does not use a disc that has a broken rim, tear, or other type of
damage that may substantially impair the fl ight of the disc or potentially injure the dog. To exercise this
option a player must walk over and hand the disc that they have been using to the Line Judge before
taking hold of their replacement disc. Time does not stop during this exchange. The player has total
discretion for deciding if and when such disc exchanges will take place.
If, during a team's allotted time, the dog takes a nature break on or off the field, time will be
immediately stopped and will not resume. Player will be required to immediately and thoroughly clean
up after their dog. Teams will not be disqualified for such an infraction, but in addition to forfeiting the
remainder of their time, points will be deducted from the team's score equal to the number of
throws/catches that had been made by the player before the nature break took place. However, the
application of this rule cannot result in a score lower than zero.
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5.5. BIKEJORING REGULATIONS (IFSS)
GENERAL RULES
(Applies to all classes)
Note: In case of discrepancy between general rules and special rules, the special rules shall prevail.
ENTRY RULES
Entries
The organization may reject any entry for just cause.
Entry for minor driver (usually below 18 years old) shall be co-signed by parents or guardians. With their
signature they declare that they are of opinion that the minor driver is capable to participate in the total
event and to safely cover the trail in the applicable class as established by the organizer. Consequently,
their signature is a waiver through which they hold the organizer harmless regarding any claim, liability,
any other expenses or accusations relative to the fact that the driver concerned is not an adult.
The Race Marshal may disallow entry of any driver, team or dog for just cause.
Claim
The competitor shall hold the organizer(s), judges, officials, sponsors, co- sponsors and other contributors
to the organizer, (as distinguished from the individual competitor’s sponsor) harmless from any claim or
demand, based on any alleged action or non-action by the competitor, his/her dogs, agents, or others
acting on his/her behalf. The competitor shall also release the organizer, judges, officials, competition
sponsors, their agents and employees from any claim or demand resulting from injury to the competitor,
his/her dogs, or property, including but not limited to lost or dropped dogs and misplaced food and
supplies.
Furthermore, the organizer has the unqualified and unrestricted authority with regards to pictures and the
gathering of information on the competition and all participants involved, as well as to the use of such
pictures and information for advertising, public relations or any other publicity purpose related to the
competition.
Drivers should attend the drivers’ meeting held prior to the start of Sprint and Ski-Dogs races. The Race
Marshal may waive this rule if a competitor is delayed due to unforeseen circumstances. However, in this
case, the driver is responsible for obtaining a briefing from officials prior to the start of the competition.
Drivers shall not hinder or endanger the welfare of their dogs, the progress of the event or discredit the
sled dog sports. Offenders shall be disqualified.
Dogs
Any team or dog coming to the starting line, which, in the opinion of the Race Marshal, is unfit or
incapable of safely completing the trail, shall be disqualified.
Eligibility of dogs is not restricted to certain breeds.
Dogs may be required to undergo a physical examination by a race veterinarian in order to be allowed to
start.
Disease
No dog or equipment shall be brought from a kennel where rabies, distemper, hepatitis, leptospirosis or
any other contagious disease exists.
If the Race Veterinarian diagnoses any dog present in the race area to have a contagious disease, that
team shall be disqualified and shall immediately leave the race area.
At races, no one is allowed to perform any medical treatment to the dogs without authorization by the
official race veterinarian.
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Equipment Inspection
Drivers, teams and equipment shall be available for inspection in the stake-out or vehicle holding area at
least ten (10) minutes before their scheduled time of departure unless otherwise announced by the Race
Marshal.
All equipment is subject to the approval of the Race Marshal. However, the competitors themselves are
responsible that their equipment meets the requirements as per the rules and regulations.
Other Equipment
A muzzle, or a collar that can be hooked as a full choke, shall be prohibited.
Whips are forbidden.
A racing number for each driver shall be provided by the race-giving organization. The driver shall display
this number on his/her person throughout the race, unless otherwise authorized by the RM.
The competitor should not be wearing shoes that could be dangerous for dogs.
START-FINISH RULES
Time keeping and Equal Times
The time keeping shall be measured at one tenth of a second without any correction.
The purse and/or award for the tied place and the next lower place(s) shall be combined and divided
equally among those teams tied for that place.
One assistant/ handler is allowed with 1-4 dogs and two with more than 4 dogs. The assistant(s) shall all
stand on the left side of the team. At the moment of the start, these assistants shall stand stock still and
face the starting teams until all teams have passed unless otherwise announced by the Race Marshal.
Starting order is given in the following way:
One minute before the start a sign “1” is shown.
Thirty (30) seconds before the start, the starter’s arm are to be positioned with the flag(s) over the head.
Fifteen (15) seconds before the start, the starter’s arm are to be positioned with the flag(s) in a horizontal
position.
The rapidly lowering of starter’s arm with the flag(s) is the start signal.
If a team starts too early, it shall get a time penalty of 30 seconds.
Mass start is not recommended in bikejoring, scooter and rig classes because of the potential risks for
dogs and drivers caused by the equipment and the moving parts / wheels.
Starting Point and Time
In Dryland scooter, bikejoring and rig classes, the front wheel shall determine the starting point of the
team and shall stay behind the starting line until the start signal has been given.
Before the start, the starting team should come to a complete stop at the defined starting point.
Trail time for all teams shall begin at the scheduled time of departure.
A team that fails to be in the starting position at its scheduled starting time or within half of the starting
interval after the scheduled starting time shall be declared a late starting team, and shall receive a new
starting time plus a time penalty of 3 (three) times the starting interval in its class.
A late-starting team shall not be allowed to start until after the last team entered in its class has started,
and after the prescribed starting interval.
If more than one team is declared late, those teams shall start in the originally scheduled starting order.
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If a team is late to the starting line for its second scheduled time of departure for any one heat, that team
shall be disqualified.
When a team starts too early according to its scheduled time of departure, and neither the driver nor any
of his/her designated handlers has initiated this, either by intention or negligence, that team’s starting
time shall be adjusted accordingly.
Except in cases defined in rule above, a team starting too early according to its scheduled time of
departure shall receive a time penalty of 3 (three) times the starting interval of the class. Its recorded
racing time will start at the original scheduled starting time.
A team not clearing the Starting Chute (minimum distance, 30 meters) prior to the scheduled start of the
next team may be disqualified.
Unless otherwise specified by the Race Marshal, assistance in the Starting Chute shall be allowed.
Finish
A team shall have finished the heat when the first dog on the team crosses the finish line. Other timing
methods are allowed, but only if all drivers or team leaders are officially informed on the applicable
method before the first start of the race.
If a loose team crosses the finish line ahead of its driver, that team shall have finished when the driver
reaches the finish line.
When a dual starting chute is used as a finishing chute, a team may return on either trail.
The team with the fastest total time of its class shall be declared the winner of that class.
In case of equal timing whatever the positions of the dogs are the two competitors are tie.
Finishing zone, where the “no right of way” applies, shall be 800 meters long.
TRAIL RULES
Following the Trail
A team and driver shall run the full course as established by the race-giving organization.
If a team leaves the trail, the driver shall return the team to the point at which they left the trail.
Driving a Team
Any driver accepting a ride during the race on any vehicle other than his/her own means of transportation,
shall be disqualified, unless in case of a loose team or dog.
A driver shall not interfere with a competing team.
Assistance on the Trail
All teams may receive similar assistance of any type from officials stationed at designated points along the
trail as authorized by the Race Marshal. Only in case of a loose team or a team which is in clear and present
danger to itself, to other teams or to persons, are officials and spectators allowed to take immediate action
to secure the safety of the team. In all other cases, officials shall only act upon request of the driver for
assistance, which is limited to controlling the dog(s) or to hold the sled/rig. The driver shall stop the team,
clearly indicate which assistance is requested, and behave properly towards the officials.
Drivers running in the same heat may assist each other in any manner authorized by the Race Marshal.
No one shall assist a team by will fully pacing it.
Loose Team and Dogs
All drivers must assume that a loose team or dog is an endangered team or dog.
A loose team or dog(s) shall not delay or interfere with another team.
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The driver of a loose team shall overtake his/her team by the quickest means available to ensure the
safety of the loose team.
In the event that the driver cannot quickly and safely recover his/her team, the driver must accept
assistance, including a ride when available, to recover his/her team. Failure to accept available assistance
may result in disqualification of the driver of the loose team. The Race Marshal shall determine if a driver
is to be disqualified.
Any person(s) is (are) encouraged to stop and hold a loose team.
All assistance must be reported to the race marshal directly after crossing the finish line. The Race Marshal
decides if the team shall be penalized.
A loose team or dog may resume the trail without penalty provided the team/dog has completed the
entire trail and the driver has received only authorized outside assistance.
Right of Way
In a dual start, at the end of the chute, and whenever two trails join together, the team with the lead dog
farthest ahead shall have the right of way.
When teams are passing in opposite directions on a single trail:
The team travelling downhill shall have the right of way.
On level terrain, the Race Marshal shall determine and announce, prior to the start of the race, whether
the incoming or outgoing team has the right of way.
Passing
When one team driver intends to pass another team, the passing team driver may request the right of way
when the lead dog come within 15 meters of the sled of the overtaken team.
The overtaken team driver shall make way for the passing team by steering the sled to one side of the
trail, slowing his/her team. Stopping is not required in Ski-Dogs classes and in Dryland canicross, bikejoring
and scooter classes.
For Canicross and Bikejoring holding the team is not required unless the passing of another team resulted
in animal welfare problems or a crash of the driver.
A driver coming upon two or more teams stopped together may pass all such teams after making sure that
the passing does not cause any danger for the overtaken teams. The stopped drivers shall make every
effort to clear the trail for the moving team(s).
Teams following each other shall maintain an interval of not less than one team length, except when
overtaking and passing another team.
CONDUCT
Responsibility and Sportsmanship
All drivers shall be responsible for the conduct of their dogs, their designated handler, and themselves
whenever in the race area or on the trail.
Common sense and good sportsmanship shall prevail. If the Race Marshal determines that a driver’s,
handler’s or team’s conduct at any time in the race area or on the trail is detrimental to the sport/race,
that team shall be disqualified.
In principle loose dogs are not allowed at the race area. However, the Race Marshal has the right to waive
this rule if he is convinced that it is in the interests of the teams, and that drivers are in full control of their
dogs. The latter meaning, that the loose dogs will not bother other dogs, the stakeout area, or equipment
of participants or others.
In case the Race Marshal finds reason to waive the rule, he shall discuss the matter with the organizer and,
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if agreed upon, inform the drivers at the first drivers meeting, along with other possible supplementary
regulations.
If a driver or his dog(s) infringes this rule, the driver shall be penalized with, at least, a warning.
Abuse of Dogs
Abuse of dogs, with or without an implement, shall be prohibited. If a driver, in the opinion of the Race
Marshal abuses a dog, that driver shall be disqualified.
ANIMAL WELFARE RULES
Supplementary to the various animal welfare measures as per the rules and procedures, the following
rules apply:
All drivers shall guarantee and be responsible for the welfare of their dogs
Rule offences shall be corrected immediately, with the race rule "dog abuse = disqualification" being
decisive. RGOs and RMs shall not hesitate to report serious offenders to a higher level.
BIKEJORING ONE DOG
Equipment
The dog shall be attached to the bicycle or to the driver by a snub line with shock absorber not less than
2.5 meters expanded and not exceeding 3 meters in length expanded in front of the bike. If the line is
attached to the driver, it should be by a hip belt (at least 7 cm wide over the spine). It is prohibited to have
any form of metal hook or ring at the driver’s end of the line.
The bicycle shall be equipped with an efficient brake on each wheel.
All drivers must wear a helmet approved by a national test registry. Wearing gloves is recommended.
Studded tires are not allowed on bikes.
Start, Trail and Finish Rules
The front wheel of the bicycle shall determine the starting point of the team and shall stay before the
starting line until the start signal has been given.
The driver shall not pace the dog by driving ahead.
Pulling the dog or forcing the dog to move forward by any means is strictly forbidden.
If a dog becomes unfit or refuses to advance for any reason, the driver is not permitted to finish the heat.
During the overtaking procedure, the overtaken team shall make unimpeded way for the passing team. On
the command “TRAIL,” the participant and the dog are obliged to hold the same side of the trail and stop
pedaling.
Ages of Dogs
The dogs shall be at least 18 months old in Scooter and Bikejoring classes.
Penal Measures
If the violated race regulation does not mandate any unconditional reaction, the choice of penal measures
shall be made according to the following:
-

Reprimand: for a minor rules infraction with no consequences for any participant, and being the
contestant's first offence in the event.
Warning: for a minor or negligent infraction of the race regulations, which does not give the
contestant any significant advantage and entails no significant disadvantage to his/her fellow
contestants, and is not deemed detrimental to the sport.
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Disqualification:
-

when the contestant intentionally, or by gross negligence, violates the race regulations, and this
has given him/her an advantage, or any of his/her fellow contestants a disadvantage,
in case of a recurrence, when the contestant has already been given a warning or reprimand for
the same or similar offence,
in case of repeated offenses, showing that the contestant is not capable of, or willing to, pay heed
to the race regulations.
in case of dog abuse with or without implement.

Disease

Race veterinarians are present throughout the race to monitor the health and welfare of all dogs, advise
drivers in caring for their dogs’ medical needs, and provide veterinary treatment for dropped dogs, if
necessary.
The race veterinarian in conjunction with the Race Marshal or race judge may rule a dog(s) unfit to start or
continue in the race and to remove the dog(s) from the race for medical or other reasons. If the Race
Veterinarian diagnoses any dog present in the race area to have a contagious disease, that dog shall be
disqualified and the competitor shall immediately leave the race site with all his/her dogs.
Vaccinations need to be done in accordance with regulations of the host country in which the race is
taking place.
Temperatures at Dryland races – Guidelines
At dryland races there shall be a thermometer and a hygrometer in the starting area. They shall be readily
visible, placed in the shade, at 50 centimeters (20 inches) above ground level.
The minimum and maximum temperatures and humidity shall be noted during the entire race.
Given the minima and maxima, trail conditions and local circumstances (e.g. humidity), the following
guidelines are available for decisions to be taken by the race giving organization and the race marshal for
the well-being of the dogs:
Temperatures below 16°C and with a humidity below 85 % (for all classes except Canicross): normal
competition.
Temperatures above 16°C, but below 18°C: the distances shall not exceed the given minimums. This
maximum temperature is set at 22°C for Bikejoring classes.
Temperatures above 18°C, but below 22°C: the distance shall not exceed 1.5 kilometers for demonstration
purpose only except for Bikejoring and Canicross.
Temperatures above 22°C: no team shall be harnessed except for Canicross.
If the temperature reaches 18°C, the race marshal shall call a meeting with the race veterinarian(s) in
order to decide upon whether the race shall be delayed or cancelled. The veterinarian’s opinion shall be
preponderant in case of different opinions. Animal welfare shall always be the major deciding factor.
Depending on the race trail (i.e. large section under the sun) or other facts, the Race Marshal may impose
shorter distances or other measures if this is favoring the sports, even if the maximum temperatures
above are not reached.
Starting Intervals
The starting intervals should be
-

one half (.) or one (1) minute in Ski-Dogs classes, canicross, bikejoring.

Trail requirements
The trail shall be safe for dogs and drivers. When laying out the trail, special attention shall be shown on
turns and downhill stretches. The entire trail shall be constructed with consideration to the fastest and
biggest teams expected to participate.
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The trail should not cross itself. Teams may follow the same trail a second time. In that case, the route
shall not go through the start or finish area on the repeat traverse. If it is unavoidable that the teams must
follow the same trail more than twice, the organizer is responsible to announce this prior to the race in
the race invitation. The deviation from this rule is allowable only due to unpredictable circumstances.
Trails shall, to the optimal extent possible, be broadly constructed to facilitate passing.
There should be sufficient space between the lanes so that teams are unable to distract each other.
Trails should be shielded from parking lots and parked cars.
Trails should not cross a traffic-laden road on the same level. However, if this cannot be avoided, there
shall be a prior permission to block off the road during the competition. Dependable control shall be on
hand and the trail should cross the road in a 90 degree angle;
The Starting Chute shall be at least 30 meters long and be so organized that a team can be entirely
removed from the trail.
The Finishing Zone shall be at least 800 meters long (150 m for Ski-Dogs classes and Canicross), wide
enough for passing and with no sharp turns.
The starting and finish lines shall be clearly defined.
In Dryland races, watering points shall be provided at least every 3 km along the trails, so that the dogs
may be watered and cooled.
Dryland races: Distances (per heat or stage)
1-dog Bikejoring class:

minimum of 2 km

maximum of 10 km

TRAIL MARKING
General
The trail shall be marked with a sufficient number of clearly visible markers, so placed that there will be no
doubt for the driver where to go.
All Trail Markers shall be at least 25 cm in diameter or length per side.
Only one side of the sign shall be colored to indicate the proper direction of travel.
Trail markers shall be placed about one (1) meter beyond the edge of the trail, and from 60 to 120 cm
above the surface of the trail.
All markers shall be visible as far ahead as possible and at least 50 m.
Information on elapsed distance shall be indicated by a black number on a white sign directly above a blue
marker on the same stake. The class identifications shall be easily seen and read by the
sportsmen/women. The identification shall be explained at the musher meeting prior the race.
Information on remaining distance shall be indicated by a black negative number on a white sign directly
below a blue marker on the same stake.
Markers shall not be so placed, or made of such a material, that they might constitute a danger for dogs or
drivers.
Red Markers (Turn markers, preferably of round shape)
Red Markers shall be used at all intersections and crossings involving turns. The markers shall be placed
about 20 meters ahead of the point in question at the same side of the trail as to which the teams shall
turn.
The same procedure shall also be applied for all blind turns on the trail.
Blue Markers (Straight ahead or Confirmation markers, preferably of square shape)
51

Blue markers may be placed on either side of the trail.
Blue markers used to indicate the correct trail after a crossing or turn shall be placed about 20 m beyond,
and should be visible when approaching, the point in question.
Blue markers shall be used:
-

at intersections or crossings when the trail is going straight through. The sign shall be placed about
20 meters ahead of the intersection.
beyond turns, which apply only to a certain class, or certain classes. Such blue markers shall have
the same class identification as the red turn marker.

Blue markers should be used:
-

beyond all intersections, turns or blind corners, which are marked with a red marker.
every full kilometer along the entire trail. At least every five (5) kilometers they should be marked
with the elapsed or remaining distance.

Yellow Markers (Caution markers, preferably of triangle shape)
Yellow markers may be placed on either side of the trail. Yellow markers indicate portions of the trail,
where slow, cautious passage is recommended, e.g. steep downhill, really sharp turns, icy spots. Yellow
markers shall be placed about 20 meters ahead of the caution area.
If the caution area covers a length of the trail, two yellow markers shall be placed on the same stake at the
beginning of the caution area. The end of the caution area shall be indicated with one yellow marker with
a diagonal red or black cross.
All yellow markers shall be presented and explained at the Team Captain and/or drivers Meeting and they
shall be indicated on the trail map.
Checkpoint Markers
Checkpoints shall be indicated with rectangular white signs with black letters.
Other Markers
The end of the Starting Chute shall be indicated by markers on both sides of the trail.
A white marker shall be placed at the start of the Finishing Chute with the distance remaining (usually 150
m for Ski-Dogs classes and Canicross and 800 m for all other classes before the finish line) to indicate the
beginning of the “No-right-of-way” zone.
Portions of the trail, where the correct trail is not clearly visible, may be marked with additional markings.
Such additional marking shall never be considered a replacement for ordinary marking according to this
Rule.
Other markers as prescribed are only allowed if all drivers have been informed before the first start.
Trail Blocking
At trail crossings considered so difficult that even good teams may have problems, blockings shall be used
in addition to marking.
A blocking shall appear as a physical hindrance for the dogs but shall not constitute any danger for dogs,
drivers or equipment.
At trail crossings where different classes shall follow different trails, there shall be a Trail Steward,
performing the necessary changes of the blockings after each class and, as necessary, directing/assisting
teams to the correct trail.
The presence of a blocking or a Trail Steward does not allow for ordinary marking to be omitted.
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5.6. SEARCH & RESCUE REGULATIONS (FCI/IRO)

General information
The verification of the dog’s identity through checking the tattoo or microchip has to be possible.
Dogs may take part in the rescue dog tests regardless of size, breed or pedigree certificate. A handler may
only enter one testing event on any given day but is allowed to lead more than one dog. After successfully
completing a test at Level A in the relevant category, the dog may immediately proceed to Level B in the
relevant category as long as it meets age requirements. Handlers are allowed to lead more than one dog.
A dog may not be led by several handlers within a testing event. Bitches in heat may participate in all
tests, but must be kept apart from all the other participants and are to be tested last at the end of the
event.
Sick and possibly contagious dogs are excluded from tests and must not be taken to the test site.
If the dog shows poor obedience, the judge will give the handler three chances to recall the dog. If this
exercise will be accomplished after the second command, the exercise will be down graded with two
grades. If the dog shows no obedience after the third voice command the exercise has to be discontinued.
The judge decides the moment for the voice command.
The judge is entitled to discontinue the activity if the dog is quite clearly ill-prepared, displays insufficient
willingness to work, is obviously not under the control of its handler, or if physical limitations can be
clearly identified. The judge is entitled to give a warning to the handler if he reacts unsportmanlike or uses
improper aid. After the first warning 5 points will be taken off, after the second warning the discipline will
be discontinued and graded with unsatisfactory. Gross unsportsmanlike conduct by the handler, or
aggressive behaviour from the dog, entitles the judge to immediately disqualify the RHT.

Types of alert
Barking
Whilst barking the dog clearly homes in on the victim or the location of his/her scent and barks
continuously and in direction until the handler appears and the alert is over.
The dog must not touch the victim. When hiding places are enclosed but accessible to the dog, it should
indicate the precise location of the scent source through direction giving behaviour.
Bringsel
A special collar, on which a “bringsel” is fixed, is fitted on the dog if it is doing bringsel work.
The collar has to have a releasing mechanism which protects the dog from injuries. When it has found the
person the dog takes the bringsel to the handler. There is no need for it to sit during the handover of the
bringsel. Once the bringsel has been removed, and at the order of the handler, the dog takes the handler
directly and independently to the victim. Whilst doing so, the handler must be in constant contact with his
dog. The dog may be taken on a leash with any length for this purpose.
Recall
During recall the dog takes the quickest route back and forth between handler and victim, thereby leading
the handler to the victim or the place of alert. In addition, the dog must clearly show the handler the sort
of behaviour that can clearly be interpreted as alert behaviour. The dog handler notifies the judge of this
type of behaviour before the scent work begins.
Liability
The dog handler is liable for himself and his dog in the event of any accidents during the testing event. The
owner of the dog must pay for any injuries or damages caused by his dog. He must therefore be insured as
a dog handler against such losses. All instructions given by the judge or Test Organising Officer are to be
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accepted and voluntarily executed at the handler’s own risk.
Proof of officially required vaccinations (vaccination certificate) must be furnished to the responsible
judge or Test Organising Officer before the test upon request.

Age limit
The dog must have reached the required minimum age on the day of test:


A test

18 month

Temperament check
The judge is to observe the temperament of the dog at the start of and throughout the whole test. The
judge is obliged to disqualify any animal showing obvious temperament inadequacies and to note this
down in the log book.
The temperament check includes:





Confidence and composure of the dog around strangers.
Confidence and composure during unexpected disturbances.
Resilience during difficult situations such as extended work periods, many dogs working
simultaneously, extremes in temperature and weather, presence of dust and smoke, or
strong, unpleasant odours etc.
Additional temperament inadequacies such as gun shyness, nervousness and its associated
aggressiveness, aggressive disposition, fearfulness etc.

Duties of the test participant
Every dog handler is obliged to meet registration deadlines. Any delay in arrival is to be reported to the
Test Organising Officer immediately. Every handler taking part in a test must arrive suitably equipped and
clothed for the relevant test category. Dogs must be on the leash in start position when signing in and out
with the judge. The handler is to comply with the instructions of the judge and the Test Organising Officer.

Permitted aids
The following aids are permitted as a means of tactical support for search work specifically during the
scent work:


Whistle:
Before the activity begins the judge must be notified about the use of audible whistle sounds.



Identifying harness and/or chain collar.



Lights and/or bells are allowed.



Water and/or sponge

Scoring
The performances shown are awarded a qualification and score points. The grades and accompanying
points must accurately reflect the performance of each exercise.
Only whole points may be awarded in the overall assessment. Fractional points may, however, be
awarded for individual exercises. If the sum total of a section adds up to a fractional number, this is to be
rounded up or down according to the overall impression of the performance in this section.
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In order to pass a test, the dog must have obtained at least 70% of the possible points in each discipline.
Scoring table

Score

Excellent

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Unsatisfactory

5 points

5.0

4.5

4.0

3.5

3.0 - 0

7 points

7.0

6.5

6.0

5.5 - 5.0

4.5 - 0

8 points

8.0

7.5

7.0 - 6.5

6.0

5.5 - 0

10 points

10.0

9.5 - 9.0

8.5 - 8.0

7.5 - 7.0

6.5 - 0

15 points

15.0 -14.5

14.0 - 13.5

13.0 - 12.0

11.5 - 10.5

10 - 0

20 points

20.0 -19.5

19.0 - 18.0

17.5 - 16.0

15.5 - 14.0

13.5 - 0

25 points

25.0 - 24.0

23.5 - 22.5

22.0 - 20.0

19.5 - 17.5

17.0 - 0

30 points

30.0 - 29.0

28.5 - 27.0

26.5 - 24.0

23.5 - 21.0

20.5 - 0

35 points

35.0 - 33.5

33.0 - 31.5

31.0 - 28.0

27.5 - 24.5

24.0 - 0

40 points

40.0 - 38.5

38.0 - 36.0

35.5 - 32.0

31.5 - 28.0

27.5 - 0

50 points

50.0 - 48.0

47.5 - 45.0

44.5 - 40.0

39.5 - 35.0

34.5 - 0

60 points

60.0 - 57.5

57.0 - 54.0

53.5 - 48.0

47.5 - 42.0

41.5 - 0

70 points

70.0 - 67.0

66.5 - 63.0

62.5 - 56.0

55.5 - 49.0

48.5 - 0

80 points

80.0 - 76.5

76.0 - 72.0

71.5 - 64.0

63.5 - 56.0

55.5 - 0

90 points

90.0 - 86.0

85.5 - 81.0

80.5 - 72.0

71.5 - 63.0

62.5 - 0

100 points

100 - 95.5

95.0 - 90.0

89.5 - 80.0

79.5 - 70.0

69.5 - 0

120 points

120 - 114.5

114
– 108.0

107.5 – 96.0

95.5 - 84

83.5 - 0

140 points

140 – 133.5

133
– 126.0

125.5 – 112.0

111.5 – 98.0

97.5 - 0

200 points

200 – 190.5

190
– 180.0

179.5 - 160

159.5 - 140

139.5 - 0

Percentage

> 95 %

95
- 90 %

89 - 80 %

79 - 70 %

69 - 0 %

Score sheets
The documentation of test results is to be conducted according to national regulations.

Rescue dog judges
The tests may only be carried out by judges approved by the umbrella organisation of the organiser (FCI or
IRO). All judging rules and regulations of the organiser’s umbrella organisation apply.
The judge’s decision is final.
Scent work for RH-FL A

Section A

Assessment criteria and total possible points
Total possible points
Directability

200 points
Cooperation with the handler, prompt and

30 points

purposeful execution of orders whilst maintaining
motivation to search
Search intensity

Search drive, search behaviour, temperament,
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10 points

motivation, enthusiasm, fitness
Agility

Amount of agility, dealing with difficulties

10 points

Independence

Development of independent work drive

10 points

Dog handler tactics

Execution of chosen tactics, handler overview

20 points

throughout scent work
Alerts

2 people, each maximum 60 points, minus any

120 points

false alerts

General rules


Search area: 100 m x 200 m, open and covered terrain.



Victims: 2 victims, unconcealed.
Visual and physical contact must be possible for the dog. The victims’ hiding places must be at
least 10 m apart. The hiding place of the victims can be changed after every dog. Victims can be
used more than once.
The victims must be in position 10 minutes before the dog begins to search. The victims are there
to assist the judge; they must lie or sit and remain quiet, without giving the handler and / or the
dog any help whatsoever.



Assistants: On each day of testing the search area must have been criss-crossed by several people
with a test dog up to 15 minutes before the first search begins.



Time limit: maximum 15 minutes.

The search time starts when the dog is dispatched for searching.

Permitted commands
Repeated and familiar voice commands and hand signals are permitted.

Performance rules
The test participant must wait with his dog search-ready out of sight and hearing range of the search area
until called. The search-ready dog may wear an identifying harness and / or a chain collar. The judge will
verbally describe the search area, which is visually demarcated or has clearly identifiable boundaries, and
determine the search at the beginning of the test. The dog handler is to stay on the middle path only,
which is marked every 50 metres. The handler is free to carry out a rough search of the search area and,
once at the end of the middle path, will lose no points for continuing the search in the opposite direction
as much as he likes.
Before beginning the search, the dog handler notifies the judge of the type of alert his dog will give.
Permitted types of alert are barking, “bringsel” and recall.
The judge instructs the dog to search. Once it is clear that the dog has been released, the judge gives the
handler permission to leave the starting point. On the instructions of the handler the dog must comb both
sides of the search area. Occasional backtracking by the dog is not a fault.
However, searching backwards, i.e. the dog handler going backwards, is only allowed when the handler
has reached the end of the search area.
While alerting, the dog may receive absolutely no support from the dog handler and / or the victim. The
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dog handler must report the alert to the judge and may not go to his dog until instructed to do so by the
judge. The dog must alert clearly and forcefully when the victim is found, until his handler reaches him.
The alert must be carried out within a maximum 2-metre radius of the victim.
Following the location of a victim and at the command of the judge, the exercise is to be continued at the
place where the handler was when he reported the alert.
The Area Search Level A section is completed when the dog handler signs out and the judge announces
the marks.

Assessment
Shortcomings in the dog handler’s tactics or in the dog’s directability, intensity of search, agility and
independence, and any harassment of a victim by the dog are duly penalised. An alert which is not
confirmed by the dog handler is a fault, but is not to be marked as a false alert.
If the alert behaviour of the dog is triggered by the dog handler and / or the victim, this victim alert will be
awarded 0 points.
The first false alert will be marked as minus 40 points.
A second false alert will lead to the scent work being abandoned.
The test cannot be passed if a victim is not found. The maximum possible score in this case is then 139
points.
Any injury to a victim by the dog leads to disqualification.
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5.7. REGULATIONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL UTILITY DOG TRIALS (FCI)
General information
Trial events and competitions must correspond with complete trial levels or individual complete phases of
the respective trial levels. Only one completed trial level passed in an event will count as a title.
In countries where laws prohibit the stick test, these regulations can be implemented without it.

Trial Season
Trials may be conducted year round if weather conditions are conducive and the well-being of both
handler and dog are not at risk. Otherwise, the event cannot be held. This is the sole decision made by the
trial judge. The individual national organization can impose restrictions regarding the trial season for their
area.

Trial judges (LR)
Trial judges (LR) are not permitted to judge dogs that are in his ownership or are in his possession, or dogs
whose owners reside with him, or dogs that are owned by another person of the same household.
A trial judge is not permitted to handle a dog in a trial in which he is officiating as a judge.
The trial judge (LR) is not permitted to disturb or influence the work of the dog through his behaviour.
The trial judge (LR) is responsible for the compliance and correct adherence to the governing rules. He is
authorized to terminate the trial by failure of compliance of the rules and his instructions are not complied
with. In such cases, the judge must provide a written report to the appropriate office of the National
Organization.
The trial judge (LR) is authorized to disqualify a handler in the event of unsportsmanlike behaviour,
carrying of motivational articles, non-compliance with the rules, non-compliance with animal rights
regulations, and anything against the local cultural customs. A premature termination of a trial must be
annotated in the scorebook. In the event of a disqualification all acquired points will not be recognized.
The judge’s decision is final and incontestable. Any form of criticism concerning the decision, can lead
dismissal from the site and eventually lead to disciplinary measures. In justified cases, not based on factual
decisions, rather violations of the rules by the judge (LR), a complaint may be submitted within 8 days of
the occurrence. This complaint must be made in writing, whereby the plaintiff and at least one witness
signs it and submits it via the trail secretary of the hosting club or the National Organization (LAO). Filing a
complaint does not automatically lead to a dismal of the judge (LR)’s decision. The decision concerning a
complaint affects the National Committee (LAO), who can submit the claim to the FCI Utility Dogs
Commission, who makes the final determination.
Trial Participants
The participant is required to provide the vaccination certificate and uphold the animal rights regulations.
The participant must adhere to the instructions of the judge (LR) as well as the Trial Secretary (LR). The
handler must present his/her dog in a sportsmanlike manner and regardless of the results in any given
phase, he is obliged to continue for the remaining phases of the event. The trial ends with the results
(awards ceremony) and the return of the scorebook.
The judge (LR) is authorized to terminate a performance due to injury or incapacitation of the dog, even if
the handler (HF) does not concur. If a handler (HF) pulls his/her dog, then the notation of “insufficient due
to termination” is entered into the scorebook. If a handler (HF) pulls his/her dog with a noticeable injury
or upon presentation of a veterinarian certificate, then the scorebook is annotated with “termination due
to illness”. The trial judge (LR) is permitted to terminate the performance in view of unsportsmanlike
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behaviour on the part of the handler (HF), carrying of motivational articles, violations against the trial rules
or against the rules of the animal rights provisions and against any cultural customs. A premature
termination is to be noted in the scorebook with the respective reason. All earned points will not be
acknowledged in the event of disqualification.
The handler (HF) must carry a leash with him throughout the trial. This includes that the dog wear a
simple, single-row loose-fitting choke collar, which is not hooked to the live setting. Other collars, such as
leather collars, flea/tick collars, pinch collars, etc. are not permitted during the trial.
The trial begins with the temperament test und is maintained for the duration of the trial including the
awards ceremony. The leash can be hidden or worn over the left shoulder to the bottom right.
Commands that are embodied in the trial rules are spoken in a normal, short and in a one word manner.
They may be done in any language, however must remain the same for an exercise (valid for all phases).
The commands provided in the rules are suggestions. The same word is to be used for the same exercise.
If several participants enter the trial level, then a draw must take place to determine starting positions.
The minimum number of participants is four. A single entry is not permitted.
A dog handler who is handicapped and unable to show his dog on the left side, may show him on the right
side. In such cases, the previously outlined rules take precedence in the manner in which a dog is to be
shown in regards to showing on the right as opposed to on the left.

Collar requirement / Carrying a leash
Due to insurance liability reasons the handler is to carry a leash with him for the duration of the trail It can
be worn around the handler (clasp side away from the dog) or out of sight, this includes that the dog is to
always have a collar on. The judge, therefore, must maintain a visual check that this is the case at all times.
The choke collar may not have spikes, claws or other hooks. It must be worn loose. So-called flea/tick
collars must be removed prior to the trail.
The type of choke collar, especially in regards to its weight, may not deviate from the normal marketed
products. If suspicion arises, then the judge can request that the collar be changed. This, however, must
take place prior to beginning the phase. If suspicion also arises as to fraud in view of a spiked collar or the
like, the judge will disqualify the handler from further testing.

Entry in the scorebook:

“Disqualification due to unsportsmanlike conduct”
All previous points are deleted.

For the Tracking phase the dog may wear a harness in addition to the choke collar or a vest.
If the dog is injured during the trial or his work ability is restricted in some way, the judge reserves the
right to terminate the trial for this dog, even against the protest of the handler.

Termination due to illness/injury
If a dog presented for a trial is sick, this is to be handled in the following manner:
If the handler (HF) reports in after having completed a phase with a sick dog, he is to go to the vet and
obtain a certificate. Entry in the trial documentation “Terminated due to illness”. If the handler (HF)
refuses to go to the vet, then the entry is to be shown as: “Insufficient due to termination”. The
certification may be sent retro-actively. If the handler (HF) does not submit this certificate within 4 days,
the judge (LR)’s entry in the scorebook remains as “Insufficient due to termination”. The scorebook will be
returned to the handler (HF). If the handler (HF) refuses to leave the scorebook with the judge (LR), then
the entry “Insufficient due to termination” will be immediately recorded. The handler (HF) is responsible
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for any costs in connection with the return of his scorebook.
Remark: It remains clear that the judge (LR) himself can decide to terminate if he determines that the dog
is according to him sick or injured. The same applies to older dogs who due to animal rights laws may not
be able to continue. Entry in scorebook: “ Termination due to injury”.

Muzzle obligation
The requirements for having a dog in public is mandated by the laws of the individual countries laws.
Handlers (HF), who are bound by these laws, may show their dogs in the BH/VT test with a muzzled dog.
If the dog is injured during the trial or in some way is unable to perform due to work ability restrictions,
the judge (LR) must terminate the trial for this dog even against the protest of the handler.

Permission to enter a trial
On the day of testing, the dog must have met the required age limit. No exceptions are permitted. The dog
is required to have passed the BH-VT in accordance with the rules set forth by the LAO.

IPO - 1

18 months

FPr 1-3

15 months

UPr 1-3

15 months

SPr 1-3

18 months

Under the signs FPr 1-3 one has to understand the single exercises of tracking according to the IPO, under
the signs UPr 1-3, the single exercise in obedience according to the IPO 1-3 and under the signs SPr 1-3,
the exercises in protection according to phase C of the IPO rulebook.
These exercises can be tested as single phases, without getting any official certificate.
All dogs regardless of size, breed or heritage may participate at a trial. The dog must be in a position to
complete the requirements of the IPO.
A handler (HF) may only participate in one trial a day. A dog handler (HF) may only show maximum 2 dogs
at a given trial. A dog may only achieve one title at a trial.
Exception: IPO level 1
Females in heat may participate at all trail events, however, must be shown separately from the other
handlers’ dogs. In phase A, they will run according to the time frame, but in the remaining phase they will
be shown at the end. Females, who are visibly pregnant or who are nursing or who have puppies with
them, may not be trailed.
Sick and dogs suspect of contagious disease are excluded from all trail events.

Temperament test
Executing the temperament test
Before the trial starts, prior to the first phase, the judge (LR) has to conduct an impartiality test on the
dog. This is to include the identity inspection (e.g.: checking the tattoo or the chip, etc.). Furthermore,
dogs that do not pass this part of the test may not participate in the trial or for that matter be disqualified.
Owners whose dogs are chipped are responsible for having a chip reader available.
In addition to this, the judge (LR) observes the temperament of the dog during the course of the entire
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trial. The judge (LR) is required to terminate any dog who displays faulty temperament. This must be
recorded in the scorebook. Dogs that are disqualified due to faulty temperament must be reported to the
National Organization in written format.
Execution of the temperament test
2.6. The temperament test must be performed under normal environmental conditions in a neutral
location for the dog.
2.7. All participants must present their dogs separately to the LR.
2.8. The dog is to be presented with a regular leash. The leash must be held loosely.
2.9. The judge (LR) must avoid any provocation. The dog has to accept to be touched.
Judgment
g) Positive behaviour of the dog: The dog conducts himself in neutral, self-confident, sure, attentive,
energetic, impartial manner.
h) Still acceptable borderline cases: The dog is slightly unstable or slightly nervous, slightly insecure.
These dogs are still permitted to trial, but are to be closely monitored for the duration of the trial.
i)

Negative behaviour of the dog or faulty temperament: the dog that is shy, insecure, scared, gunsensitive, out of control, that bites or that is aggressive will be disqualified.

Evaluation
The evaluation of the performance is noted with ratings (qualification) and points. The rating
(qualification) and the corresponding points must reflect the quality of the respective exercise.

Point table:

Highest
points

Excellent

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Insufficient

5,0

5,0

4,5

4,0

3,5

3,0 – 0

10,0

10,0

9,5 - 9,0

8,5 - 8,0

7,5 - 7,0

6,5 – 0

15,0

15,0 - 14,5

14,0 - 13,5

13,0 - 12,0

11,5 - 10,5

10,0 – 0

20,0

20,0 - 19,5

19,0 - 18,0

17,5 - 16,0

15,5 - 14,0

13,5 – 0

30,0

30,0 - 29,0

28,5 - 27,0

26,5 -24,0

23,5 - 21,0

20,5 – 0

35,0

35,0 – 33,0

32,5 – 31,5

31,5- 28,0

27,5 - 24,5

24,0 – 0

70,0

70,0 - 66,5

66,0 - 63,0

62,5 - 56,0

55,5 - 49,0

48,5 – 0

80,0

80,0 - 76,0

75,5 -72,0

71,5 - 64,0

63,5 - 56,0

55,5 – 0

95,5 - 90,0

89,5 - 80,0

79,5 - 70,0

69,5 – 0

100,0

100,0 - 96,0
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Calculation of percentage

Evaluation

Awarded percentage

Deduction

Excellent

= at least 96 %

or up to minus 4 %

Very Good

= 95 to 90 %

or minus 5 to 10 %

Good

= 89 to 80 %

or minus 11 to 20 %

Satisfactory

= 79 to 70 %

or minus 21 to 30 %

Insufficient

= under 70 %

or minus 31 to 100 %

During the evaluation of a particular phase only full points are to be awarded. However with individual
exercises, partial points can be given. For final results if points are awarded with partial levels, then they
can be either rounded up or down.
In case of a tie, then the highest points in level C prevail. If these are the same, then the highest points in
level B prevail. Scores that coincide in all three phases are to be listed as an equal placing.

Disqualification
If a dog leaves the handler (HF) or the field and does not return after three commands, the dog will be
disqualified.
All points awarded up to that point of disqualification will be deleted. No points or ratings will be entered
into the scorebook. If a judge determines that the dog has faulty temperament, unsportsmanlike
behaviour on the part of the handler (e.g. alcohol, carrying motivational objects and/or food), violations of
the rules, violations against the animal rights laws or violations against the cultural customs, the team will
be disqualified from further testing.
If the dog is out of control of the handler (e.g. side/back transport, the dog leaves the handler or the field
during the trial and does not return after three commands, the dog does not out; the dog grips the helper
anywhere other than the sleeve) then this team likewise is disqualified from further testing.

Conduct




Consequence

Unsportsmanlike behaviour of the handler
e.g. carrying motivational objects and/or food
Violations against the trial rules, animal rights
laws, or cultural customs
Suspicion of fraud in collar use
e.g. hidden spikes, rubberband, etc.

DISQUALIFICATION and non-recognition of
ALL achieved points, no rating.
NO CRITIQUE!!!

Is valid for the entire trial area.

DISQUALIFICATION due to lack of proper
temperament and non-recognition of ALL
achieved points, no rating
NO CRITIQUE!!

Not passing the temperament test
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Dog leaves the handler and the field and does not
return after three commands

DISQUALIFICATION, no-recognition of all
achieved points, no rating
NO CRITIQUE!!

Helps
The prescribed mandatory deductions in the trial rules are to be taken into consideration. If a handler
helps his dog, these have to be decided upon and to deduct.

Evaluation
A trial is considered as “passed” when the dog has received a minimum of 70% of the possible points.
Highest Points

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Satisfactory

Insufficient

100 points

100-96

95-90

89-80

79-70

69-0

300 points

300-286

285-270

269-240

239-210

209-0

200 points (APr)

200-192

191-180

179-160

159-140

139-0

Scorebook
A scorebook is mandatory for every participating dog. Issuance of the scorebook is done according to the
instructions of the handler’s corresponding National Organization. Important to note, only one scorebook
may be issued per dog. This is the responsibility of the issuing organization. The trial results must be
recorded in the scorebook under all circumstances by the judge (LR) as well as the Trial Secretary (PL),
who is to double check the entry and sign the book.
As from 2012 it will be required that the following entries be made: Members number, name and breed of
the dog, identification of the dog (tattoo nr. / Chip Nr.) Name and address of the owner of the dog, entry
of the total points in Phase A, B and C, qualification and TSB rating. Name of the judge and his signature.

Liability
The owner of the dog is liable for any personal injury or material damage caused by his/her dog.
Therefore, he/she must have adequate coverage for such cases. In the event of an accident during the
trial, the handler (HF) is liable for himself/herself and his/her dog. The handler (HF) is to concur with the
instructions of the judge (LR) and the organizing club and thereby executes of his/her own free will the
instructions at his/her own risk.

Vaccinations
Proof of vaccinations as performed by a certified authority (vaccination certificate) must be presented to
the judge (LR) or the Trial Secretary (PL).

Trial Days
a)

Saturday, Sunday and Holidays

Trial days are generally on the weekend as well as legal Holidays.
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It is possible to trial for the BH/VT and the IPO-1/FH 1 tests in tandem with a two day trial (FridaySaturday), (Saturday-Sunday) at one or 2 different clubs. A waiting time between the BH/VT and IPO-1/FH
1 does not exist.
Example: Friday Saturday BH, Sunday Saturday IPO-1 or FH 1
Friday Trials
A Friday trial day may only be in tandem with a Saturday trial.
Remark: Friday can only be secured if more dogs are presented on Saturday than can be accommodated.
Start time is not before 12:00 noon. The participant number for the IPO/FH is condensed to half.
A Friday trial in tandem with a Saturday trial secured for IPO/FH tests must end on Saturday. Individual
dogs may also complete their trial on Friday.
Exception: If participants, who plan on trailing their dogs on Friday for the BH/VT test, they may start on
Friday if then on Saturday they test for IPO-1 or FH 1 and there is no “overage” in the number of
participants. Be attentive to the event authorization regulations.
Holiday regulations
On Holidays the about information can be analogous.
Exception: Be attentive to the rules governing Holidays for individual countries as well as FCI-MV
guidelines.
Half days prior to a Holiday that fall within a week cannot be secured.
Trial supervision
National Organizations (LAO) of the FCI is entitled to supervise. The National Organization (LAO) of the FCI
can assign a knowledgeable person to oversee an event to ensure that the event is conducted in
accordance with the regulations as stated in the regulations.

Awards Ceremony / trophies
If the same number of points are awarded to more dogs in the IPO level 1 -3 the result of the phase C is
the deciding factor. If the points awarded here are the same, then phase B is the deciding factor. If points
result equally for all phases, then all dogs receive the same rating. Repeat performances will not be taken
into consideration and will be placed at the end. Generally, all participants are to be present at the awards
ceremony. The trial ends officially with the award ceremony and handing out of the trial paperwork.
Helper Regulations
Pre-requisites for employment as a helper in Phase “C”
The guidelines and regulations of the trial rules regarding help work must be followed.
The helper (HL) in phase “C” is the assistant to the judge on the day of the trial.
In view of his personal protection as well as due to insurance liability, the helper, whether in
training or on a given trial day or competitions, must wear protective clothing, (protection pants,
protection jacket, sleeve, cup, and if necessary gloves).
The helper (HL)’s shoes must be weather-proof and suitable for the ground conditions, secure
stance and ensure good traction.
Prior to the trial work in phase “C”, the helper (HL) receives instructions from the judge (LR). He
must perform the work in accordance to the judge’s instructions.
The helper (HL) must follow the instructions of the handler (HF) during disarming/search of the
helper in accordance with the trial rules. He must give the handler (HF) the opportunity to position
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his dog in the correct heel position for the side/back transport.
The handler may work with the helper (HL) at club trials. If there are more than 6 dogs, then 2
helpers (HL) are required. For trials at a National level, such as competitions, qualification trails,
championships, etc. generally 2 helpers (HL) are mandatory. For all or any of these trials, a helper
(HL) living in the same household as one of the handlers (HF) may participate.
B)

Regulations governing the conduct of trial helpers.

1.

General

During a trial the level of training, the quality of the dog being presented (e.g. his drives, stress-level, selfconfidence and obedience) should be evaluated by the judge. The judge (LR) can objectively evaluate
what he/she visually and acoustically observes during the course of the trial.
This aspect, particularly maintaining the sportsmanlike character of the trial (i.e. this means offering the
same conditions for all participants) ensures that the helper offers the judge (LR) a broad impartial picture
to the judge.
Therefore, it cannot be left up to the help (HL) how the phase “C” work is to be structured. Furthermore,
the helper must follow definitive regulations.
The judge (LR) must check that the individual elements of the most important evaluation criteria for phase
“C” are met. For example, these are, stress-level, self-confidence, drives, obedience. In addition hereto,
the grip quality of the presented dog is evaluated. So that the judge can properly evaluate the grip, the
helper must give the dog the opportunity to have a “good grip”, and where the stress-level is to be tested,
the helper must be able to put proper pressure on the dog. The helper must strive to have the most
uniform level of helper work, so that the requirements of the evaluation are met.
2.

“Bark and Hold”

The helper stand – not visible for the dog and handler – with a slightly angulated sleeve position
motionless und without a threatening body position in a designated blind. The sleeve acts as body
protection. At the hold and bark, the dog is to watch the helper, any motivation on the part of the helper
is not allowed. The soft stick is held at the helper’s side.

3.

“Prevention of an attempted escape of the helper”

After the hold and bark exercise, the handler calls the help out of the blind, who is to exit in a normal pace
and places himself/herself at the designated spot as assigned by the judge (marked spot). The position of
the helper must ensure that the handler can place his dog at a distance of 5 paces on the side where the
helper’s protection sleeve is at the helper’s designated spot. The flight path must be clearly recognizable
for the handler.
Under the direction of the judge, the helper escapes in a quick and assertive pace in a straight line,
without running an uncontrolled or exaggerated manner. The sleeve must remain steady and the dog
should be given an optimal grip possibility. The helper may not turn to face the dog at any time, but can
keep the dog in his/her field of vision. The helper must refrain from pulling the sleeve away. Once the dog
has gripped, the helper continues to run in a straight direction, and while running pulls the sleeve in tight
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to his/her body.
The judge determines how far the helper needs to escape. Under the direction of the judge, the helper
terminates the escape. When the corresponding dynamic work of the helper is carried out, it provides the
judge with the optimal opportunity to evaluate the performance. Any type of helper assistance in the way
of, excessive offering the sleeve before the grip, verbal agitation, or hitting the soft stick against his pants
before or during the escape, limply held sleeve position, reducing the speed of the escape independent
termination of the escape, etc., are not permitted.
4.

“Defense against an attack during the guarding phase”

After the guarding phase, the helper makes an attack on the dog at the instructions of the judge. The soft
stick is used in a threatening motion above the sleeve without hitting the dog. At the same moment, the
dog grips in a frontal and forward movement with corresponding resistance, without the sleeve being set
into motion. The protection sleeve will be carried tight and in front of the body. Once the dog has gripped,
he is to be placed out of motion to the side and the pressure phase begins in a straight direction. Turning
at the start of this exercise is not permitted. The helper must drive all dogs in the same direction. It is
important that the judge must place himself/herself in such a position so as to observe and evaluate the
behaviour of the dog during the attack, the pressure phase, the grip behaviour, the out and the guarding
phase. Driving the dog to the handler is not permitted.
The stick hit pressure tests are to be placed on the shoulder and in the area of the withers. The stick hits
are to be executed with the same intensity for all dogs. The first stick hit test is performed after
approximate 4 – 5 paces, the second stick hit test after an additional 4 – 5 paces during the pressure
phase. After the second stick hit test, additional pressure is demonstrated without stick hits.
The duration of the pressure phase is determined by the judge. Under the direction of the judge, the
helper terminates the pressure phase. When the corresponding dynamic work of the helper is carried out,
it provides the judge with the optimal opportunity to evaluate the performance. Any assistance given by
the helper in the way of offering Any type of helper assistance in the way of, offering the sleeve before the
grip, verbal agitation, or hitting the soft stick against his pants before or during the escape, limply held
sleeve position after the grip during the pressure phase, inconsistent intensity during the pressure phase
and at the stick hits, independent termination when weakness in determined in the dog etc., are not
permitted.
7.

“Attack on the dog out of motion”

Under the direction of the judge (LR), the helper leaves the assigned blind and moves at a running pace to
the centreline without breaking stride and with threatening verbal and gestures attacks the dog and
handler with a frontal attack with the soft stick.
The dog must be intercepted with the helper not stopping and presenting a flexible sleeve. Upon
intercepting the dog, the body should – if possible – turn in order to catch the dog and flow to maintain
the momentum. The helper may not in any way run around the dog. Once the dog grips, the helper places
the dog out of motion to the side and the pressure phase is conducted in a straight direction. It is
imperative to avoid overrunning the dog. The helper has to drive all dogs in the same direction. It is
important that the judge must place himself/herself in such a position so as to observe and evaluate the
behaviour of the dog during the attack, the pressure phase, the grip behaviour, the out and the guarding
phase. Driving the dog to the handler is not permitted.
The duration of the pressure phase is determined by the judge (LR). Under the direction of the judge, the
helper terminates the pressure phase. When the corresponding dynamic work of the helper is carried out,
it provides the judge with the optimal opportunity to evaluate the performance. Any assistance given by
the helper in the way of offering any type of helper assistance in the way of, slowing down the speed of
the attack, intercepting the dog at a stand, side-stepping the dog before the grip, holding the sleeve in a
limp fashion after the grip, varying intensity of the pressure phase, independent termination when
weakness in the dog is noticed, etc. are not permitted.
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8.

“Termination of the defence exercise”

Stopping all defence exercises must be conducted in such a manner that the judge (LR) has the
opportunity to observe the grip, the out and the guarding phase of the dog (do not turn your back to the
judge (LR), maintain visual contact with the judge (LR)). Once stopping the defence exercise, the helper
must minimize the resistance towards the dog, he/she has to reduce the stimulation by not definitively
moving the sleeve. The sleeve is not to be carried at a high angle, but will be held in the same position
during the previous exercise. The soft stick is held out of sight at the side. No help is to be provided by the
helper during the out phase. After the out, the help is to maintain eye contact with the dog, whereby any
additional stimulation or help of any kind is not permitted. In order to maintain eye contact to the dog,
the helper is allowed to turn for a dog that circles, but without any sudden movements.
9.

“Insecurities and failure of the dog”

A dog that does not grip during a defence exercise, or releases the grip in a pressure phase and outs, must
be driven by the helper until the judge (LR) terminates the exercise. In such instances, the helper may not
give any help to the dog or stop the exercise independently. Dogs that do not release, the helper may not
use the soft stick in movement to get him to out. Dogs that have a tendency to leave the helper during the
holding phase may not be stimulated by the helper to stay with the helper. In all or parts of any exercise
the helper must present himself/herself active or neutral in accordance with the trial rules. If the dog
bumps or grips during the holding phase, the helper must avoid making any defensive motions.

Disciplinary rights
The trail Secretary is responsible to guarantee order and the safety in the entire trial area.
The judge (LR) is authorized to terminate the trial if the order and safety is compromised in any way.
Violations by the handler against the prevailing rules, against the trial rules, against the animal rights laws
and against the cultural customs will lead to a termination of the trial.
The decision of the judge (LR) is final and incontestable. Any critique concerning the decision can result in
expulsion from the trial area and lead to further disciplinary action. In documented cases, that do not
relate to factual decision rather are violations against the rules of the judge, a complaint may be
submitted. This complain, must be done in writing to the respective club/organization.
It can only be turned in via the head of the club and must be signed by the complainant, the chairman of
the club and an additional witness. This complaint needs to be done within 8 days after the trial.
Acceptance of such a complaint does not mean that the decision of the judge will be revoked and video
clips are not considered as proof.

TSB Evaluation – Phase “C” (valid for all trial levels)
The TSB evaluation should describe the temperament characteristics of the dog for breeding purposes.
The TSB has not influence over the final result of the trial or a placing. To achieve a TSB evaluation, the
dog must have been completed at least one protection phase.
The ratings pronounced (a), present (vh) and not sufficient (ng) the following characteristics are described:
Drive, self-confidence and stress-tolerance.
TSB – “pronounced”
is given to a dog that displays a strong willingness to work, clear instinctive behaviour, goal-oriented
determination in the exercises, self-confident manner, unrestricted attention and exceptional ability to
handle stress.
TSB – “sufficient”
Is given to a dog that is restricted in his willingness to work, the instinctive behaviour, in self-confidence,
his attention and stress tolerance.
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TSB – “insufficient”
Is given to a dog that lacks a willingness to work, lacking instinctive behaviour, lacks self-confidence and
insufficient stress-tolerance.

Special rules
The National Organizations (LAO) of the FCI are authorized to enhance their general regulations, e.g. entry
requirements, veterinarian, animal rights, medical regulations or any rules governed through the country.
Commands may be given in the country’s language.
Temperament Evaluation
The temperament test is to be conducted throughout the duration of the trial including the awards
ceremony. If a dog stands out with a temperament problem, then he cannot pass for this reason even
though results up to that point ere positive. If a dog fails the temperament test it is to be noted in the
records. The dog is disqualified.
1.

Principles
a) The temperament test takes place prior to each trial.
b) The test is to be conducted in a neutral place. In the selection of the place, there should be no
close connection to the trial or tracking fields.
c) Every dog is to be evaluated independently.
d) The time-frame should be such that the dog is not immediately to start tracking or go on the
trial field.
e) The dogs are to be on leash (short leash – without tracking harness, etc.). The leash is to be
held loose. Commands are not to be given.

Following rules are to be adhered to during the evaluation:
A systematic evaluation is not permitted, it is up to the judge to determine the way it is to be conducted,
whereby there are not to be extreme variations and the less a judge (LR) tries to make a point, the
smoother and safer the test will run.
The evaluation is to be done is a more normal everyday setting, the dog is not to be challenged, as
otherwise it would invoke a natural reaction, unnatural stimuli are to be avoided. The identity control is a
mandatory part of the temperament test. The temperament test does not only take place at the beginning
of the trial, but also during the entire event. If the judge determines a temperament weakness, he has to
test it exactly (e.g. gun test). Repetitions are permitted to make a determination, the judge is not
permitted to touch the dog.
2.

Conducting the identity control

The identity control is a mandatory part of the test. This can be done by either checking the tattoo
number or using a chip reader for a chipped dog. Dogs that do not have a pedigree or a tattoo number,
must be chipped. The judges must note in their records that the control was carried out.
If tattoo numbers are not easily recognizable, those numbers that are need to be recorded. The tattoo
number must coincide with the one entered on the pedigree. If difficulty arise (e.g. unable to read a
number), then a remark must be made accordingly.
If chip numbers are not identified through the chip reader, then a remark must be recorded. The dog may
compete if it is plausible to determine that the dog was correctly chipped in that country (e.g. a
corresponding remark is noted in the LU or health certificate).
Handlers that had their dogs chipped in a foreign country, or who have purchased a dog from another
country, are responsible that the appropriate chip reader is made available. Dogs that cannot be
definitively identified may not participate in a trial event.
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3.

Results of the temperament test

Positive presentation = passed
-

Dog is self-confident

-

Dog is calm, secure and attentive

-

Dog is lively and attentive

-

Dog is impartial and good-natured

Borderline = requires special attention
-

Dog is unsteady but not aggressive and is balanced throughout the trial

-

Slightly agitated, but gets calmer throughout the trial

Dogs that may not participate in the trial:

4.

-

Insecure and frightened, move away from a person

-

Nervous, aggressive, dogs sounding an alarm, fear biters.

-

Aggressive, biting dogs.
Entries

A dog that clearly stands out that he has to be removed from the trial the following remarks are to be
made: “Disqualification” due to lack of temperament.
All previous given points are to be stricken.
Points are not given, if points were already announced.
5.

Banning

If a dog does not pass the temperament due to lack of temperament, he is removed from the trial. Any
resulting conclusions and decisions are to be handled through the organizing club itself.
Dogs that do not show gun-sureness:
First, it is important to determine that dogs who are gun aggressive, do not fall into this category. The
aggressive conduct falls within the temperament evaluation.
If a dog is gun-shy, then he is immediately terminated from the trial. No points will be awarded.
What does one understand under the term “gun-shy?
Examples:

- The go gets up and shows fear and runs away
- Runs under the same manner to his handler
- Shows panic and fear and tries to leave the area or leaves it
- Shows panic and fear and runs wildly around

During the evaluation, it must be determined if the behaviour is due to a training error or if his getting up
is not related to the gun shot.
In dubious cases, the judge (LR) is responsible to determine if it is gun sensitivity by having the handler put
the dog on leash. From a distance of about 15 paces, the judge (LR) will request additional shots be fired
whereby the dog is to be held on a loose leash.

A- Utility Dog Trial 1 to 3 (APr 1-3)
Maximum points 200
The Apr 1-3 Utility Dog trial only consist in phases B and C of the IPO 1-3. The tracking is not to be shown
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in this examination.
A title valid for breeding, show breed survey or placement for an exhibition of a FCI member
organization is not awarded.
Maximum points

Excellent

Very Good

Good

Satisfactory

Insufficient

200 points

191 - 200

180 - 190

160 - 179

140 - 159

0 - 139

Tracking 1 – 3 (FPr 1 – 3)
The tracking examinations in the levels 1-3 only consist in phase A of the IPO examination levels 1-3. They
can be carried out as a supplement of the number of participants, if at least 4 participants will start in the
sections BH-VT/ IPO or tracking. The handler is free to choose in which level he will show his/her dog. A
title valid for breeding, show breed survey or placement for an exhibition of a FCI member organization
is not awarded.

Maximum points

Excellent

100 Points

96 – 100

Very Good
90 – 95

Good
80 – 89

Satisfactory
70 – 79

Insufficient
0 - 69

Obedience 1 – 3 (UPr 1 – 3)
The obedience examinations in the levels 1-3 only consist in phase „B“ of the IPO examination levels 1-3.
They can be carried out as a supplement of the number of participants, if at least 4 participants will start
in the sections BH-VT/ IPO or tracking. The handler is free to choose in which level he will show his/her
dog.
A title valid for breeding, show breed survey or placement for an exhibition of a FCI member
organization is not awarded.
Maximum points
100 points

Excellent
96 – 100

Very Good
90 – 95

Good
80 – 89

Satisfactory
70 – 79

Insufficient
0 - 69

The obedience examination is not compulsory to be shown in the sequence 1-3.

Defense 1 – 3 (SPr 1 – 3)
The defence examinations in the levels 1-3 only consist in phase „C“ of the IPO examinations levels 1-3.
They can be carried out as a supplement of the number of participants, if at least 4 participants will start
in the sections BH-VT/ IPO or tracking. The handler is free to choose in which level he will show his/her
dog. A title valid for breeding, show breed survey or placement for an exhibition of a FCI member
organization is not awarded.
Remark: trails in only phase „C“ are not allowed
Maximum points
100 Points

Excellent
96 – 100

Very Good
90 – 95

Good
80 – 89

70

Satuisfactory
70 – 79

Insufficient
0 - 69

The protection examination is not compulsory to be shown in the sequence 1-3.

IPO – 1
Arranged as follows:

Phase A
Phase B
Phase C
Total:

100 points
100 points
100 points
300 points

Participating regulations
On the day of the trail event, the dog must have reached the prescribed age. No exceptions can be made.
Condition to start is a passed BH/VT exam according to the national rules of the country.

5.7.1. IPO – 1 PHASE “A” – TRACKING
Handler track, minimum 300 paces, 3 legs, 2 turns (approx. 90 degrees), 2 handler (HF) articles,
minimum 20 minutes aged, execution time 15 minutes.
Maintaining the track:
Articles (11+10)
Total

79 points
21 points
100 points

If the dog does not find the article, the evaluation can only be rated as “satisfactory”.
General requirements:
The officiating judge (LR) or the responsible track coordinator determines the pattern of the track
considering the layout of the area. Varying patterns must be used for the tracks. It is not permitted that
the articles and corners on each track are placed at the same distance from each other.
The scent pad needs to be well marked with a sign, which must be placed in the ground directly to the left
of the start.
The judge will draw for the order of participants after the tracks are laid.
Acceptable Tracking Fields
All natural terrain, i.e., grass, plowed fields and forest surface are acceptable tracking areas.
Visual tracking is to be avoided. For all tracking levels it is possible to have suitable change of terrain.
Laying the tracks
The responsibilities of the officiating judge or track coordinator are:
-

organize the layout of the track

-

organize the track layers

-

observe the laying of the track

The layout of the track is contingent on the actual fields.
When laying the tracks, it is important to note that they are laid in a natural walking pace. The track layer
(FL) may not provide help such as unnatural walking on the legs, turns, articles.
The tracklayer (FL) (=Handler) Must show the articles to either the judge or the track coordinator. Only
articles that have been scented at least 30 minutes may be used. The handler (HF) (tracklayer) remains for
a brief time at the scent pad and then proceeds at a normal pace in the designated direction. The legs are
to be laid at a normal pace with breaking stride of scuffing. The distance between the individual legs must
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be at least 30 paces.
The turns are likewise to be done at a normal pace, so that this affords the dog the possibility to continue
the track pattern (see sketch). Scuffing or breaking stride is not permitted. A break in the track may not
happen. While the track is being laid, the dog is out of sight.
Placing the article
The first article is placed either on the first or second leg after a distance of minimum 100 paces, not
within 20 paces before or within 20 paces after the corner, the second at the end of the track. The articles
have to be placed while walking the track. After the last article is placed, the tracklayer continues several
paces moving in a straight direction.

Tracking Articles
Only articles that have been scented by the tracklayer (FL) (handler) for at least 30 minutes may be used.
Within a given track different articles are to be utilized (material: e.g. leather, textile, wood) and must be
approximately 10 cm long, 2-3 cm wide, 0,5-1 cm thick. The articles may not stand out in colour from the
terrain.
For above regional events, the articles must be numbered. The numbers have to coincide with the track
number.
While the dog is tracking, the judge (LR), the tracklayer and any accompanying person(s) are not permitted
in the area where the dog/handler (HF) have the right to track.
Commands:
a) One verbal command for:”Track”
The command (HZ) to “suchen/track” is only permitted at the start and after the first article or after a
false indication.
Execution and judgment of the tracking work
b) The handler (HF) prepares the dog for the track. The dog may track free or on a 10 m line. The 10
meter line may be held over the dog’s back, to the side or between his front and/or back legs. The
tracking line may be attached directly to the collar, but not the live ring or attached to the harness ring
(harness or böttger harness without additional straps). When called the handler (HF) goes with his dog
into basic position and reports in to the judge (LR) and advises if the dog will pick up or indicate. Prior
to the track, at the scent pad and for the duration of the track, no force is to be applied.
The tracking line must be a minimum of 10 meters long. The judge may check the length of the line, the
collar and the harness only prior to the start of the track. Flexible leashes are not permitted.
Scent Pad
At the instruction of the judge (LR), the dog is led to the scent pad slowly and calmly. A brief sit by the dog
approximate 2 meters in front of the scent pad is permitted.
The start has to be worked out independently by the dog (even when restarting at the articles) A certain
amount of slack in the line is permissible.
The dog is to take the scent at the start intensely, calmly and with a deep nose. This has to be done
without any handler help (except for the command to “Such/track”. There is no time limit set for the scent
pad; rather the judge (LR) orients himself to the behaviour of the dog on the first leg as to how intensely
the scent was detected.
After 3 attempts to work out the scent pad to determine the direction of the track, the track work will be
terminated.
The dog has to track with a deep nose maintaining a steady pace. The handler (HF) follows his dog at as
distance of 10 meters at the end of the tracking line. If the dog tracks free, then the handler (HF) is to
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maintain a distance of 10 meters as well. There may be some slack in the tracking line, but whereby the
handler (HF) keeps it in his hand(s) and a definitive shortening of the line to get closer to the dog may not
happen. Touching the ground is not faulty.
Track Performance
The dog must follow the track intensively, with endurance and when possible at an even speed
(depending on the terrain, degree of difficulty). The handler is not obliged to follow the course of the
track. A rapid or slow track execution cannot be a criterion towards the rating, when the track is
consistently and convincingly worked out.

Turns
The dog has to work out the turns confidently. Checking, without leaving the track, is not faulty. Circling at
the turn is faulty. After then turn the dog is to continue tracking at the same speed. In the area of the turn,
the handler is to maintain the prescribed distance if possible.
Indicating or picking up the articles
As soon as the dog has found the articles, he has to convincingly and without handler (HF) help either pick
up or indicate. If he picks up he may either remain standing, sit or return to the handler, who has to
remain standing. Continuing with the article or lying down is faulty. The indication may be done either
lying down, sitting or standing (also alternating is permitted).
Not lying completely straight at the article is not faulty, lying to the side of the article or turn around
Articles that are done with strong handler help are considered to be overrun. This would be the case for
instance, if the dog does not indicate the article and the handler either by use of the line or through verbal
command hinders the dog from continuing to track.
When the dog either picks up or indicates the article, the handler is to drop the line and go to his dog. By
raising his arm with the article in hand, he advises that the dog has found the article. Picking up and
indicating are faulty.
Any action done with the article or picking up while lying down is faulty. If the dog returns back to the
handler, the handler does not approach the dog.
When the handler approaches his dog to release the article or when picking up, the handler must stand
next to the dog.
The dog is to remain calmly in place if indicating or where he picked up the article until released to track
whereby the handler deploys him holding the line short.
Leaving the track
If the handler restrains the dog from leaving the track, then the handler receives instructions from the
judge to follow the dog. The handler must follow these instructions. Tracking will be terminated if the dog
is more than a line length off of the track (over 10 meters with a free tracking dog) or the handler does not
heed the judge’s instructions.
Praising the dog
Occasional praising in the level 1 phase is permitted (the command to “such/track” is not considered
praise). A short praise may be given also at the articles.
Reporting out
After completing the track, the found articles are to be presented to the judge. Playing or feeding the dog
after picking up or indicating the last article prior to reporting out and receiving the awarded points is not
permitted. Reporting out is to be done in basic position.
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Evaluation
The evaluation of Phase “A” begins with the start of the dog tracking.
A convincing, intensive and dedicated nosework as well as a good training base are expected of the dog.
The handler has to become part of the process and experience it. He has to interpret the reactions of the
dog, be concentrated on the work and ignore any external influences.
The judge has to observe not only the dog and handler, but also the tracking area, the weather, possible
cross tracks and the time-frame. In his evaluation he has to take into consideration all factors.
- Track behaviour ( speed on the legs, before and after the turns, before and after the articles)
- Training status of the dog (i.e., hectic start, showing pressure, avoidance)
- Any handler help
- Difficulty in working the track through:
·

Ground conditions (overgrown, sand, change of terrain, fog)

·

Wind conditions

·

Wild game

·

Weather (heat, rain, snow)

·

Scent change

The evaluation should be contingent upon these conditions.
After the handler has reported in for the track, the judge has to strategically place himself so as to be able
to observe the track work and listen to verbal commands or see any other influence by the handler.
He has to select a distance from the handler so that he does not interrupt the dog’s work and so that the
handler does not feel crowded. The judge has to be able to experience the entire track work.
He has to evaluate the dog’s work based on his enthusiasm, confidence or insecurity or flightiness.
A fast or slow track work is not part of the criteria for the evaluation, if the track is worked out intensely,
even and convincingly and the dog maintains a positive attitude.
Checking without leaving the track is permitted and not faulty. Casting, emptying, circling at the turns,
constant encouragement, line or verbal helps within the tracking area, or at the articles, faulty pick up or
faulty indication of the articles are evaluated accordingly (up to 4 point deduction).
Definitive casting, lacking intensity, wildly tracking, emptying, hunting mice, etc. can receive up to an 8
point deduction.
If the dog leaves the track by more than a leash length, the track is terminated. If the dog leaves the track
and is restrained by the handler, judge advises the handler to follow his dog. If the instructions are not
followed, the track will be terminated by the judge.
If after the maximum allowable time (Level 1 and 2 = 15 minutes) (Level 3 = 20 minutes) to work out the
scent pad is not met, the track work is terminated by the judge. Any awarded points up to this point are
made known.
If the dog shows both styles of article work, namely “picking up” and “indicating” on a given track, this is
considered faulty. The articles will only be evaluated and scored as per the initial report.
Pick up or faulty indication of the articles , false indication, are to be deducted accordingly up to 4 points,
if the restart is next to the dog and another 2 points obligation deduction if the handler makes the restart
at the end of the tracking- lease.
If articles are not found, then no points are awarded. If no handler articles are found, the phase “A” can
only be rated as “satisfactory”. Also this must be taken into consideration that the handler cannot restart
his dog at an article.
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If the dog follows his hunt drive and chasing game, the handler may give the command to “down” in order
to maintain control. The track work will continue at the instruction of the judge. If this does not work, the
trial is terminated. (Evaluation: disqualified due to lack of control).
Termination/Disqualification
Behaviour

Consequence
Terminated

Dog is restarted at the scent pad 3x

- All Levels: Dog leaves the track by more than a
line length or the handler does not heed the
judge’s instructions
- Dog does not meet the time limit for the track
Level 1: 15 minutes after the start

Terminated - points will be awarded up to
that point
CRITIQUE UP TO TERMINATION!!

- Dog picks up the article but refuses to release it.
- Dog chases game and cannot be restarted.

DISQUALIFICATION due to lack of control

Track layouts:
The following layouts may be done as a mirror image as well.
IPO-1 and 2

5.7.2. IPO-1 PHASE “B” OBEDIENCE
Exercise 1:
Exercise 2:
Exercise 3:
Exercise 4:
Exercise 5:
Exercise 6:
Exercise 7:
Exercise 8:
Total:

Off-Leash heeling
Sit in motion
Down with recall
Retrieve on the flat
Retrieve over a hurdle
Retrieve over the scaling wall
Send out with down
Down under distraction

20 points
10 points
10 points
10 points
15 points
15 points
10 points
10 points
100 points
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General requirements
For Level IPO-1 the handler appears with his dog on leash, reports in the basic position and then unleashes
his dog.
Especially in the obedience attention must be paid to the fact that the dog exhibits no pressure from the
handler demonstrating that his self-confidence has been deflated and that he does not appear to be just
“sport equipment” of the handler.
During all exercises a happy work ethic and the required concentration must be displayed towards the
handler. Attention must be paid to the happy work ethic in conjunction with the correct execution of the
work and will be evaluated as such.
If a handler forgets an entire exercise, the judge will request that he is to show this missing exercise. There
is no point deduction for this.
No later than at the start of the obedience, all equipment as prescribed in the rules must have been
checked by the judge (LR). The equipment must meet the governing rules.
The gun to be used during the “Off-Leash” and “Down under Distraction” exercises must be of 6 mm
calibre.
The judge (LR) advises the start of each individual exercise. Anything further, such as turns, halting, change
of pace, etc. are done independently.
The commands (HZ) are engraved in the rules. Commands (HZ) are to be spoken in a normal tone, brief,
consisting of a one-word command. They may be given in any language, however must be the same for
the related exercise. If a dog does not execute an exercise after a command (HZ) is give three times, then
the exercise receives no points. When recalling the dog, the name of the dog may be used instead of
command (HZ) for “Return”. The name of the dog used in conjunction with a command (HZ) is considered
a double command.
Beginning an exercise
The judge (LR) advises when the exercise is to begin.
Basic Position
The basic position is to be assumed, when the second dog handler, who has taken his dog to the
designated area for the down under distraction exercise, has taken his place. At this juncture the
evaluation for both dogs begins.
Each exercise begins and ends with a basic position. The handler is to stand in a sporty manner. A splayed
stance is not permitted for any exercise.
The dog is to sit at the left side of his handler (HF) in a close, straight, calm and attentive manner, so that
his should is knee high to the handler (HF) when demonstrating the basic position that is only allowed to
be shown only once in the forward direction. Assuming the basic position is only allowed once. A short
praise is permitted at the end of each completed exercise. Thereafter the handler (HF) may assume
another basic position. Between praise and a new start a definitive time lapse of approx 3 seconds must
take place.
An exercise is developed from the basic position. The handler (HF) must take at least 10 paces, up to 15
paces maximum, before he gives the command (HZ) to execute an exercise. Between all fronts and
finishes, as well as when the handler returns to the sitting, standing or lying dog, a distinct pause of 3
seconds is to be maintained. In returning to the dog, the handler (HF) may approach him from front or go
behind the dog. Mistakes in the basic position and the development phase are evaluated accordingly.
Correct heeling position is to be demonstrated even between exercises. Even when retrieving the
dumbbell, the dog is to accompanying the handler. Motivating or playing with the dog at this juncture is
not permitted.
The about turn is to be demonstrated to the left by the handler (HF). The dog may complete the about
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turn either by going behind the handler or from the front, but whereby the style must remain consistent
within a given trial.
After sitting in front, the dog may either go behind the handler or assume the basic position from the
front.
The fixed jump needs to be 100cm high and 150 cm wide. The scaling wall consists of two planks secured
at the top and must be 150cm wide and 191 cm high. At the base, the two sides are to be set apart so that
there is a vertical height of 180 cm. The entire surface of the scaling wall must be covered with a non-skid
material. On the walls themselves 3 cleats must be affixed near the top half with each being 24/48mm. All
dogs must negotiate the same obstacles.
For the retrieve exercise only dumbbells are permitted. The dumbbells as provided by the event
coordinator must be used by all dogs. It is not permitted to place the dumbbell in the dog’s mouth prior to
the exercise.
If the handler (HF) forgets an exercise, the missing exercise will be advised by the judge, without any point
deduction.
Categorizing the exercises
2 part exercises, such as “Sit in motion” “Down with recall”, “Stand in normal pace”, “Stand in motion”
may, to get a partial score, be divided into two parts as follows :
a)

“Basic position, development, execution”

=5 points

b)

“further behaviour up until completion of the exercise

=5 points

The evaluation of the dog is to be done for each exercise by observing him from beginning at basic
position to the end of the exercise.
Additional commands
If a dog does not complete the exercise after 3 commands, the exercise is evaluated as unsatisfactory (=0
points). If the dog completes the exercise after the third command, then the exercise is evaluated as
“unsatisfactory”.
When recalling the dog the dog’s name may be used in lieu of “Here”. The name of the dog used in
conjunction with the command is considered a double command.
Evaluation:

1. additional command
2. additional command

satisfactory for part of an exercise
unsatisfactory for part of an exercise

Examples:

5 point exercise
1. additional command: satisfactory
2. additional command: unsatisfactory

5 points = -1,5 points
5 points = -2,5 points

Between the individual parts exercises sitting in front and finish, as well as approaching the sitting,
standing or lying dog, a definitive pause of minimum 3 seconds must be maintained.
When the dog on the long down exercise is taken to the respective area and the basic position has been
taken, the handler starting the off-leash work is also to assume the basic position.

1. Off-Leash heeling
a)

20 points

One verbal command is permitted to “Heel”

The handler (HF) may give this command (HZ) at the start of heeling and when changing pace.
b)
Execution: the handler (HF) approaches the judge (LR) with his dog on leash, has the dog sit and
reports in. When the judge (LR) dispatches him, he goes with his free-heeling dog to the start position.
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When the judge gives further instructions, the handler begins the exercise. From a straight basic position,
the dog is to follow the handler (HF) at the “heel” command in an attentive, happy and straight manner
with his shoulder blade at knee height and to the left of the handler (HF) and sits straight, independently
and quickly at the halt. At the beginning of the exercise the handler (HF) goes out with his dog 50 paces
without stopping, after the about turn the handler (HF) runs showing 10 to 15 paces, then changes over to
a slow pace showing a minimum of 10 paces.
The change from fast to normal paces must be done in transition without taking any steps in between. The
changes of pace must show clear delineation. At the normal pace at least two right and two left turns and
two about turns are to be demonstrated as well as a halt after one of the about turns. The handler must
show the about turn to the left (180 degree turn in place) (see prescribed sketch). Two variables are
possible:
- The dog goes behind the handler with a right turn.
- The dog turns in place at 180 degrees for the left about turn.
Within a trial only one given variable is permitted.
The halt must be shown after the second about turn at least once at a normal pace according to the
sketch.
While the handler is heeling with his dog on the first straight away, two shots (6mm calibre) are fired
within a time-frame of 5 seconds and at a distance of minimum 15 paces. The dog must show impartiality
to the gun shots. If the dog shows gun shyness, the result is disqualification and all awarded points are not
recognized. At the end of the exercise, the handler (HF) goes with his dog into a group of at least 4 moving
people. The handler (HF) has to go around a person both to the left and the right and must halt once in
the group. The judge (LR) may request a repeat. At the instruction of the judge (LR), the handler (HF)
leaves the group and assumes the basic position.
This basic position is the beginning of the next exercise.

2. Sit in Motion
a)

10 points

One verbal command to: “Heel”, “Sit”

b)
Execution: From a straight basic position, the handler (HF) goes with his dog off-leash straight out.
In the development phase, the dog is to heel with his handler in an attentive, happy, quick and
concentrated manner. He has to remain in a straight position at knee height of the handler. After 10-15
paces, the dog is to execute the sit command immediately and in the direction of moving without the
handler (HF) breaking stride, changing pace or looking back. After an additional 15 paces the handler (HF)
stands still and turns immediately to his calm and attentively sitting dog. At the instruction of the judge
(LR), the handler (HF) returns to his dog and stands to the right of the dog. The handler may approach
either from the front or around the back.
c)
Evaluation: Mistakes in the basic position, development, slow sit, restless and inattentive sitting
are evaluated accordingly. If the dog stands or lies down instead of sitting 5 points are deducted. Other
mistakes are taken into account.

3. Down with Recall
a)

10 points

One verbal command to: “Heel”, “Down”, “Here”

b)
Execution: From the basic position, the handler (HF) goes straight out with his dog off leash. In the
development phase, the dog is to heel with his handler in an attentive, happy, quick and concentrated
manner. He has to remain in a straight position at knee of the handler.
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After 10-15 paces, the dog is to execute the “down” command (HZ) immediately and in the direction of
moving without the handler (HF) breaking stride, changing pace or looking back. After an additional 30
paces the handler (HF) stands still and turns immediately to his calm and attentively lying dog. At the
instruction of the judge (LR), the handler (HF) recalls his dog either using the “here” command or the dog’s
name, the dog has to come happy, quickly and directly to the handler (HF) and sit close and straight in
front. At the “Heel” command (HZ) the dog is to go quickly to sit straight next to the left of the handler with
his shoulder at knee height of the handler (HF).
c)
Evaluation: Mistakes in the development, lying down slowly, restless lying, slow return or slows
down when approaching the handler, splayed stance of the handler (HF), mistakes in sitting and at the
finish are evaluated accordingly. If the dog sits or stands at the “down” command (HZ) 5 points are
deducted.
4. Retrieve on the flat
a)

10 points

One verbal command to: “Bring”, “Out/Aus”, “Heel/Fuss ”

b)
Execution: From the basic position the handler (HF) throws a dumbbell (650grams) approximately
10 meters out. The command (HZ) to “bring” may first be given when the dumbbell comes to a full stop.
The handler may not move from his position. The dog sitting calmly and off leash next to the handler (HF),
may first go out to the dumbbell In a quick and direct manner after the command to “bring” is given, must
pick it up immediately and bring it to his handler (HF) in a quick and direct manner. The dog is to sit closely
and straight in front of the handler (HF). The dog is to hold the dumbbell calmly in his mouth until the
handler (HF) after a pause of about 3 seconds commands (HZ) the “out”. The handler (HF) must hold the
dumbbell calmly in his right hand with the right arm stretched out alongside the right side of his body. On
the verbal command (HZ) to “Heel /Fuss”, the dog must quickly go into basic position and sit straight on the
handler (HF)’s left side with the shoulder level to the handler (HF)’s knee. The handler (HF) is not permitted
to change positions during the entire exercise.
c)
Evaluation: Mistakes in the basic position, slow go out, mistakes in picking up, slow return,
dropping the dumbbell, playing or mouthing the dumbbell, splayed stance of the handler, mistakes when
sitting in front or finishing are evaluated accordingly. If the handler moves out of position before the
exercise is completed, the rating is insufficient. If the dog does not retrieve, the exercise is valued at 0
points.
5. Retrieve over a hurdle (100 cm)
a)

15 points

One verbal command to: “Jump”, “Bring” , “Out/ Aus”, “Heel/Fuss”

b)
Execution: the handler (HF) assumes a basic position with his dog a minimum of 5 paces in front of
the jump. From the straight basic position the handler (HF) throws the dumbbell (650 grams) over the 100
cm high hurdle. The command (HZ) to “jump” is first given when the dumbbell comes to a complete stop.
The calm and off leash dog sits next to the handler (HF) and when given the command (HZ) to “jump” and
“bring” (the command (HZ) to “bring” must be given when the dog is jumping over the hurdle), he must
jump over the hurdle quickly and run directly to the dumbbell, pick it up immediately and jump
immediately back over the hurdle and bring it directly and quickly to his handler (HF).
The dog must sit close in front and hold the dumbbell calmly in his mouth to present it until the handler
(HF) commands him to “release” it after approx. 3 seconds.
The handler (HF) must hold the dumbbell calmly in his right hand with the right arm outstretched alongside
the right side of his body. At the “heel” command (HZ) the dog is to assume the basic position quickly and
straight to the left of the handler (HF) with the shoulder at knee height. The handler (HF) may not change
positions during the entire exercise.
c) Evaluation: Mistakes in the basic position, slow, weak jumping underestimating the jump and running
towards it, slow pick up, slow weak return jump (underestimating it) dropping it, playing or mouthing it,
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splayed stance of the handler (HF) mistakes sitting in front and at the end are evaluated accordingly. If the
dog touches the jump one point is deducted per jump, stepping on it then 2 points are deducted.
Point structure for retrieve over a hurdle:
Going out jump
5 points

Retrieve
5 points

Return jump
5 points

A partial score for the exercise is only possible if at least on jump and a part of the retrieve work of the
three parts of the exercise (going out – retrieve –return) are demonstrated.

Jumping and retrieving flawlessly
Jumping over or return, jump no executed, dumbbell
brought flawlessly
Jump over and back flawless, dumbbell refused

=

15 points

=
=

10 points
0 points

If the thrown dumbbell lands too far to one side of the hurdle or is poorly visible for the dog, the handler
(HF) may ask the judge (LR) for a re-throw or the judge asks that it be re-thrown, no points are deducted.
The dog must remain sitting during this time. If the dog follows the handler (HF) in retrieving the dumbbell,
the exercise is rated with 0 points. If he leaves his basic position but remains in front of the jump, then the
exercise is evaluated accordingly.
Handler (HF) help without change of position are evaluated accordingly. If the handler (HF) leaves his
position before the exercise is ended, the exercise is rated as unsatisfactory. If the hurdle is knocked over,
the exercise is to be repeated, whereby the first jump is rated at the lower level of insufficient (- 4 points).
If the dog does not release the dumbbell after 3 commands, the dog is to be disqualified, as phase “B”
cannot continue otherwise.
6. Retrieve over a scaling wall (180cm)
a)

15 points

One verbal command to: “Jump”, “Bring”, “Out”, “Heel”

b)
Execution: The handler (HF) assumes the basic position with his dog 5 paces in front of the scaling
wall. From a straight basic position, the handler (HF) throws the dumbbell (650 gram) over the scaling wall.
The calm and off leash dog sits next to the handler (HF) and when given the command (HZ) to “jump” and
“bring” (the command HZ to “bring” must be given when the dog is jumping over the wall), he must climb
over the hurdle quickly and run directly to the dumbbell, pick it up immediately and climb immediately
back over the hurdle and bring it directly and quickly to his handler (HF).
The dog must sit close in front and hold the dumbbell calmly in his mouth to present it until the handler
(HF) commands him to release it after approx. 3 seconds. The handler (HF) must hold the dumbbell calmly
in his right hand with the right arm outstretched alongside the right side of his body. At the command (HZ)
to “heel”, the dog is to assume the basic position quickly and straight to the left of the handler (HF) with his
shoulder at knee height. The handler (HF) may not change positions during the entire exercise.
c)
Evaluation: Mistakes in the basic position, slow, weak jumping and go out, mistakes in picking up,
slow weak return jump, dropping the dumbbell, splaying or mouthing the dumbbell, splayed stance of the
handler, mistakes sitting in front or at the end are evaluated accordingly.
Point structure for retrieve over a scaling wall:
Going out jump
5 points

Retrieve
5 points

Return jump
5 points
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A partial score for the exercise is only possible if at least on jump and a part of the retrieve work of the
three parts of the exercise (going out – retrieve –return) are demonstrated.
Jumping and retrieve flawlessly
Refusal to jump over and back, dumbbell is retrieved
Jump over and back flawless, but dumbbell not retrieved

=
=
=

15 points
10 points
0 points

If the thrown dumbbell lands too far to one side of the hurdle or is poorly visible for the dog, the handler
(HF) may ask the judge for a re-throw or the judge asks that it be re-thrown, no points are deducted. The
dog must remain sitting during this time.
Handler (HF) help without change of position are evaluated accordingly. If the handler (HF) leaves his
position before the exercise is ended, the exercise is rated as unsatisfactory.
If the dog does not release the dumbbell after 3 commands, the dog is to be disqualified, as phase “B”
cannot continue otherwise.
7. Send out with down
a)

10 points

one verbal command to: “Go out”, “Down”, “Sit”

b)
Execution: From the basic position, the handler (HF) walks out straight with his dog off leash in the
designated direction. After 10-15 paces, the handler (HF) gives the “go out” command (HZ) while
simultaneously raising his arm and remains standing. The dog must go out goal-oriented, in a straight line
and at a quick pace a minimum of 30 paces in the designated direction. At the judge (LR)’s instructions, the
handler (HF) gives the “down” command (HZ) whereby the dog must lie down immediately. The handler
(HF) may keep his arm raised until the dog lies down. At the direction of the judge (LR), the handler (HF)
goes to his dog and places himself to the right side of the dog. After approx. 3 seconds and at the
instruction of the judge (LR) the handler (HF) gives the command to “sit”, whereby the dog is to sit quickly
and straight in the basic position.
c)
Evaluation: Mistakes in the development, handler (HF) following the dog, too slow of a go out on
the dog’s part, strong deviation to the side, too short of a distance, hesitant or premature downing, restless
down or premature standing up/sitting are valuated accordingly. Additional help at the time of giving the
“go out” or “down” command(s) are evaluated as well.
After reaching the required distance, the judge (LR) will principally give the direction to down the dog. If
the dog does not allow itself to be stopped, the exercise is rated with 0 points.
One additional command to “down”
A second additional command to “down”
Dog does stop, but does not lie down after a second command

=
=
=

-1,5 points
-2,5 points
-3,5 points

Additional faults will be evaluated accordingly. If the dog leaves, or comes back to the handler (HF), the
entire exercise is evaluated with 0 points.

8. Down under distraction
a)

10 points

One verbal command to: “Down/ Platz”, “Sit”

b)
Execution: Before the beginning of another dog’s obedience work of phase B, the handler (HF) goes
with his dog to a places as assigned by the judge and unleashes his dog while in the basic position. Then the
handler (HF) downs his dog with the command (HZ) “Down/Platz” and without leaving a leash or other
article with the dog. The handler (HF) then leaves his dog without looking back approximately 30 paces
within the trial area and remains calmly standing with his back to the dog. The dog has to remain calmly
lying down without any influence of the handler (HF) while the other dog performs exercise 1 through 6. At
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the instruction of the judge (LR), the handler (HF) returns to his dog and stand to the right of his dog. At the
instruction of the judge, the dog is to execute the “Sit” command (HZ) after a pause of approx 3 seconds
quickly and straight in the basic position.
c)
Evaluation: Restless behaviour of the part of the handler (HF) as well as other hidden help, restless
lying down on the part of the dog, or standing/sitting prematurely before being picked up is evaluated
accordingly. If the dog stands or sits, but does not leave the designated area, a partial awarding of points
will result. If the dog leaves the designated area by more than 3 meters, prior to exercise 3, the exercise is
rated with 0 points. If the dog leaves the designated area after exercise 3, he receives a partial evaluation.
If the dog approaches the handler (HF), when the handler returns, up to 3 points can be deducted.

5.7.3. IPO-1 PHASE “C” PROTECTION
Exercise 1: Search for the helper
Exercise 2. Bark and hold
Exercise 3: Prevention of an attempted helper escape
Exercise 4: Defence of an attack in the guarding phase
Exercise 5: Attack on the dog out of motion
Total:

5 points
10 points
20 points
35 points
30 points
100 points

General Requirements:
In a suitable location, six (6) blinds are to be set up, 3 on each side, in a staggered fashion (see sketch). The
necessary markings are to be clearly visible for the handler (HF), the judge (LR) and helper (HL).
Protection helper/Protection clothing
The helper must be equipped with a protection suit, protection sleeve and a soft stick. The protection
sleeve must have a grip bar, the cover made of natural jute (burlap) fibre. If the helper has to maintain
visual contact with the dog during the guarding phase, then he may move accordingly. He may not assume
a threatening position nor make any defensive gestures. He must protect his body with the protection
sleeve. The style in which the handler (HF) takes the soft stick away from the helper (HL) is up to him.
It is possible to work with only one helper at all examination levels. If more than 7 dogs are entered at the
same test level, then an additional helper is required. All dogs within the same test level must be worked by
the same helper/helpers.
A one-time change of the helper is permitted, if the helper is an active handler at the event.
Reporting in
a) The handler reports in with his dog on leash
b) Thereafter he takes the dog to the start position for the “revere” exercise. The dog is taken off
leash at this point.
c) The dog will be dispatched from the basic position at the instruction of the judge.
Remark:
If the handler and dog cannot report in in the proper manner, for instance the dog is not under control and
runs for example to the bark and hold blind or from the field, the handler may give up to 3 commands to
recall the dog.
If the dog does not come back after the 3rd recall, then phase “C” is regarded as a “disqualification due to
lack of control”.
Dogs that are not under the control of the handler (HF), that after a defence exercise are not under control
or where the handler (HF) must intervene to have the dog out, that grip other parts of the body rather than
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the protection sleeve must be disqualified. There is no “TSB”.
Markings:
The markings as prescribed in the rules must be visible for the handler, judge and helper. These markings
are:


Place where the handler (HF) stands to recall his dog out of the bark and hold blind 



Place where the helper stands for the escape and defence and where he is to stop 



Place where the dog is in a down position for the escape 



Marking for the handler for the exercise “Attack on the dog out of motion” 

Dogs that fail the defence exercise or allow themselves to be driven, phase “C” is terminated. There is no
evaluation. The “TSB” is made known.
The command (HZ) to “Out” is permitted only once for each defence exercise. Evaluation for the “out” is as
per the following table:

Slow “out”

First additional
“out” command
with immediate
“out”

First additional
“out” command
with slow “out”

0,5-3,0

3,0

3,5-6,0

Second additional
No “out” after
Second additional
“out” command
second command
“out” command
with immediate
or handler
with slow “out”
“out”
influence
6,0

1. Search for the helper

6,5-9,0

disqualification

5 points

a)
One verbal command to: “Search”, “Here”(the “here” command (HZ) may be used in conjunction
with the dog’s name)
b)
Execution: The helper is located in the last blind out of the dog’s sight. The handler (HF) positions
himself with his off leashed dog between the fourth and fifth blind so that two side sweeps are possible
and then take his dog off leash. At the instruction of the judge (LR), phase “C” begins with a short command
to “search” with the visual aide by raising the right or left arm – this can be repeated – the dog must quickly
be dispatched from the handler and run to the fifth blind goal-oriented, go around it tightly and attentive.
When the dog executes the side sweep, the handler (HF) alls the dog to him with the “here” command (HZ)
and in movement directs him to the find blind. The handler (HF) moves at a normal pace down an
imaginary line that his not permitted to leave. The dog has to run in front of the handler (HF). When the
dog has reached the helper blind, the handler (HF) must stop and not further commands (HZ) verbal or
visual may be given.
c)
Evaluation: Limitations in directability, fast and goal-oriented running to the blind as well as tight
and attentive running around the blind are evaluated accordingly.
Faulty is among others:
-

Not assuming a calm and attentive basic position at the beginning of the exercise

-

Additional verbal or visual commands

-

Not maintaining the middle imaginary line

-

Not maintaining a normal pace

-

Wide search

-

Independent searching with reacting to the commands of the handler

-

Blinds are not searched or not attentively searched
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-

Dog needs more direction and guidance

If the dog does not successfully find the helper at the last blind after the third attempt, the protection work
is terminated. If the dog is commanded by the handler to heel at any time during the exercise, the
protection work is also terminated.(“Terminated” without point entry; all other remaining points in the trial
are entered).

2. Bark & Hold
a)

10 points

One verbal command to: “Here”, “Heel”

The commands (HZ) to “here” and “finish” must be given at the same time
b)
Execution: The dog has to actively and attentively hold the helper and continuously bark. The dog
may not jump on the helper or grip him. After the dog has barked for approx. 20 seconds, the handler (HF)
approaches the dog at the instruction of the judge (LR) and stops about 5 paces away from it. At the
direction of the judge (LR), the handler (HF) calls his dog to the basic position. As an alternative the handler
may pick up his dog commanding “heel” and putting him at the marked area. Both variables are equally
evaluated.
After the judge releases the helper, the handler calls the helper out of the blind and has him take the
designated place for the escape exercise. The dog is to sit quietly (without barking) straight and attentive in
the basic position.
c)
Evaluation: Limitations with continuous barking and determinately holding until the command (HZ)
is given without the intervention of the judge (LR) or handler (HF) are evaluated accordingly. For
continuous barking 5 points are awarded. If the dog displays a weak bark only 2 points, the non-barking
dog that actively and attentively watches the helper 5 points are deducted. Bothering the helper such as
bumping, jumping up etc. must have a 2 point deduction and 9 if the dog grips strongly.
If the dog grips in the blind and does not independently release, the handler (HF) is requested to approach
the blind at the place marked 5 paces in front of it. A one-time command to “here/heel” – may be given as
a simultaneous command (not the command to “out”) is permitted. If the dog does not come, then the
team is disqualified. If the dog does come, then the exercise is rated as a low satisfactory (- 9 points). If the
dog intentionally grips other body parts (not bumping), the dog is disqualified.
If the dog leaves the helper, before the judge’s directs the handler (HF) to leave the middle line, the dog
may be redeployed to the helper.
If the dog remains with the helper, then phase C can continue, whereby the bark and hold are evaluated at
a lower insufficient rating (- 9 points). If the dog does not allow himself to be redeployed or leaves the
helper again, then phase C is terminated. If the dog comes towards the handler (HF) as he approaches the
blind, or the dog comes back to the handler (HF) prior to receiving a verbal command a partial rating as
insufficient is given.
Rating for “barking”
For continuous barking 5 points are awarded. Weak barking (no pressure, non energetic) and no
continuously barking lead to a -2 point deduction. If the dog displays an attentive hold without barking,
then mandatory 5 points are deducted.

3.

Preventing and escape by the helper

20 points

a)

One verbal command to: “Heel”, “Down”, “Go out or stop”, “Out”

b)
Execution: At the direction of the judge (LR) the handler (HF) orders the helper out of the blind. The
helper moves at a normal pace to the designated location for the escape. At the direction of the judge (LR),
the handler (HF) takes his free heeling dog to designated location for the dog to down before the escape.
The dog is to show a happy, attentive and concentrated heel exercise and execute heeling positioned at the
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knee of the handler in a straight and quick manner. Prior to the command “down”, the dog is to sit in the
basic position straight, calmly and attentive. He is to directly and quickly do the “down” command and
remain in the designated location calmly, confident and be attentive to the helper.
The distance between the helper and the dog is to be 5 paces. The handler leaves his dog on watch
position, dog in the down position and goes to the blind. He remains in visual contact to his dog, the helper
(HL) and the judge (LR).

Helpers place: 5 paces

Flight path

Radius: 3 paces

At the direction of the judge (LR), the helper undertakes the escape. Simultaneously the handler (HF)
commands the dog to “go on or stop” to have the dog prevent the escape of the helper (HL).
Without hesitation the dog is to prevent the escape by means of a high dominance ratio and relatively fast
grip deploying an energetic and strong grip. He may only grip the protection sleeve of the helper (HL). At
the instruction of the judge (LR), the handler stops. After the helper stops the dog has to release after a
brief transition period. The handler (HF) may give a command (HZ) to “out” in a reasonable amount of time.
If the dog does not out after the first permitted command (HZ), the handler (HF) will receive instructions
from the judge for a second command (HZ) to “out”.
If the dog does not out after the third command (HZ) (one permitted – two additional), a disqualification
will result. The handler (HF) is to remain calmly standing when giving the “out” command (HZ) and without
influencing the dog. After the release, the dog is to remain close to the helper and watch him attentively.
c)
Evaluation: Limitations in the important evaluation criteria: high dominance, quick energetic
reaction and pursuit with a strong grip with a relatively quick grip action and effective hindrance of the
escape with a calm grip until release, attentive hold close to the helper are evaluated accordingly.
If the dog remains down or the dog does not prevent the escape through gripping or holding within 20
paces, phase C is terminated.
If the dog engages without a command from the handler, the exercise is rated minus a point. If the dog is
slightly attentive in the holding phase and/or slightly bothersome, the exercise is rated minus a point, the
dog very inattentively holds the helper, and/or is very bothersome, a two point deduction will result. If the
dog does not hold the helper, remains however with him, a three point deduction will result. If the dog
leaves the helper or the handler (HF) gives a command (HZ) so that the dog stays with the helper, phase C is
terminated.

4.

Defense of an attack during the guarding phase

a)

One verbal command to: “Out/ Aus”, “Heel/Fuss”

35 points

b)
Execution: After the holding phase of approximately 5 seconds, the helper under the direction of
the judge (LR) attacks the dog. Without intervention by the handler (HF), the dog must defend himself by
means of an energetic and strong grip. The dog may only grip the protection sleeve of the helper (HL).
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The helper is to pressure the dog by way of threatening stick gestures and driving him. The dog is to be
closely observed when pressured especially concerning his activity and stability. Two tests are conducted
with the stick pressure. The dog may only grip the protection sleeve of the helper. Stick hits are only to be
deployed on the shoulders or in the withers area. The dog has to be impartial during the pressure phase
and has to show a full, energetic and above all a constant grip during the entire defence exercise. At the
instructions of the judge (LR), the helper stands still. After the helper stops the dog is to release after a
relatively brief transition period. The handler (HF) may give a command (HZ) to “out” within a reasonable
amount of time.
If the dog does not out after the first permitted command (HZ), the handler receives the instruction from
the judge to give two additional commands (HZ) for the “out”. If the dog does not out after these
commands (HZ) (one permitted two additional), a disqualification will result. When giving the “out”
command (HZ), the handler (HF) is to remain calmly in place and not influence the dog. After the release,
the dog is to remain close to the helper and watch him attentively. At the judge (LR)’s instruction, the
handler (HF) goes at a normal pace in the most direct way to his dog and takes him into the basic position
by commanding (HZ) “Heel/Fuss”. The soft stick is not taken from the helper.
c)
Evaluation: Limitations concerning the important evaluation criteria are evaluated accordingly:
Quick and strong grip, full and calm grip up to release, after the release an attentive close guarding of the
helper. If the dog does not withstand the pressure of the helper, comes off of the protection sleeve and
allows himself to be chased, phase “C” is terminated.
If the dog is slightly inattentive and/or slightly bothersome, a one point deduction will result, the dog
guards the helper very inattentively and/or is very bothersome, a two point deduction will result.
If the dog does not guard the helper, but remains with the helper, a three point deduction will result. If the
dog comes towards the handler when he approaches, the exercise is rated as insufficient.
If the dog leaves the helper or the handler gives a command so that the dog stays with the helper, phase C
is terminated.

5. Attack on the dog out of motion
a)

30 points

One verbal command to: “Sit”, “Out”, “Heel”

b)
Execution: The handler (HF) is advised to go to the designated place with his dog on the middle line
at the level of the first blind. The dog is to heel attentive to the handler, happy and concentrated. He moves
straight at knee height of the handler. At the level of the first blind, the handler stops and turns around.
With the command to “sit”, the dog is placed in basic position. The straight, calm and attentively sitting dog
facing the helper may be held on the collar, may however not be stimulated by the handler. At the
direction of the judge (LR), the helper comes out of the blind and goes in a running pace to the middle line.
Ignoring the shout of the handler (HF), the helper (HL) (still running) charges the dog and handler (HF) in a
frontal attack with loud shouts and threatening gestures. As soon as the helper (HL) reaches the handler
(HF) and his dog at about 40 to 30 paces the handler (HF) under the direction of the judge (LR) releases his
dog. Without hesitation and on one command to “go on“ the dog is to effectively prevent the attack
through a high dominance factor and relatively quick speed. He may only grip the protection sleeve of the
helper. The handler (HF) may not leave the place where he stopped.
In the pressure phase, he has to be uninfluenced and during the entire defence exercise, he has to display a
full, energetic and above all a constant grip. At the direction of the judge (LR) the helper stops. After the
helper stops, the dog is to release in a brief transition time. The handler may give a command to ”out” in a
reasonable amount of time.
If the dog does not out after the first permitted command (HZ), the handler (HF) receives the instruction
from the judge to give two additional commands (HZ) for the “out”. If the dog does not out after these
commands (one permitted two additional), a disqualification will result. When giving the “out” command
(HZ), the handler (HF) is to remain calmly in place and not influence the dog. After the release, the dog is to
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remain close to the helper and watch him attentively. At the judge’s instruction, the handler (HF) goes at a
normal pace in the most direct way to his dog and takes him into the basic position by commanding
“Heel/Fuss” The soft stick is taken from the helper.
A side transport of the helper now takes place to the judge (LR) over a distance of about 20 paces. A
command to “heel” is permitted. The dog is to go at the right side of the helper so that the dog is between
the helper and the handler (HF). During the transport the dog is to be attentive to the helper. He may not
however crowd the helper, jump on him or grip. The group stops in front of the judge (LR). The handler (HF)
gives the soft stick to the judge (LR) and reports out ending phase C. At the instruction of the judge (LR), the
handler (HF) goes with his dog on leash to a place where the critique will be given and the helper will
receive instructions from the judge (LR) to leave the field. Prior to the critique and under the direction of
the judge (LR), the dog is put on leash.
c)
Evaluation: Limitations concerning the important evaluation criteria are evaluated accordingly:
Energetic defence with strong grip, full and calm grip until release, after the release attentive and close
guarding of the helper.
If the dog is slightly inattentive and/or slightly bothersome, a one point deduction will result, the dog
guards the helper very inattentively and/or is very bothersome, a two point deduction will result. If the dog
does not guard the helper, but remains with the helper, a three point deduction will result. If the dog
comes towards the handler (HF) when he approaches, the exercise is rated as insufficient. If the dog leaves
the helper before the judge instructs the hander to approach or the handler (HF) gives a command (HZ) so
that the dog stays with the helper, phase C is terminated.
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Attachments for IPO layouts
a)
Jump

The jump has a height of 100 cm and a width
of 150 cm (see sketch)
Test jumps are not permitted during
the presentation.

b)

Scaling wall

The scaling wall consists of 2 sides joined at
the top and must be 150 cm wide and 190cm
high. At the bottom both sides stand apart so
that it is a horizontal height of 180cm The
entire area of the scaling wall must be covered
with anti skid material. At the upper part of
the sides 3 cleats 24/48mm must be fixed. All
dogs must jump the same obstacles.
Test jumps are not permitted during the
presentation.

c)

Dumbbells
IPO 1
650 gr
650 gr
650 gr

On the flat
Jump
Scaling wall

For the retrieve exercises only dumbbells are permitted.
All participants are required to use the specified
dumbbells are provided by the hosting club. Handler
owned dumbbells are not permitted.

The sketch of the dumbbell as shown in the rules is only
a sample. Important is the fact that the weights are
correct and that the braces are made of wood and that
the braces are 4cm from the ground.
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d)

Execution
The starting basic position is also the place of the
basic position at the end of an exercise. In the
group the Handler and his dog must turn around
one person to from the right and one person from
the left.
The handler goes with his dog on leash for the
IPO-1 and for IPO-2 and 3 with his dog off leash to
the judge, has his dog sit and reports in.
After the judge the release to start, the handler
assumes the start position with his dog off leash.
After additional instructions by the judge the
handler begins the exercise. From a straight, calm
and attentive basic position, the dog follows the
handler and at the “heel”: command proceeds
attentive, happy, straight and quickly. With the
shoulder blade at knee height of the handler the
dog remains to the left of the handler and at the
halt sits independently, quick and straight.
At the beginning of the exercise the handler goes
50 paces with his dog without halting in a straight
direction. After the about turn and an additional
10 to 15 paces, the handler demonstrates a
running pace and the slow pace – 10-15 paces
using the “heel” command each time. The
transition from the running pace to the slow pace
must be done without intermittent steps.

The way turns has to be put on the track.
Turns must be "closed", without a termination of the previous leg.
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